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diary of current and forthcoming events 

fiii^ Secretaries and others desirous of armouncing the dedes of important 
fivfitrts are invtilfd to .sfruj pariicuUers for in^luyicmtn ia'sl 

1931 

Jiutt* 13, May Week Meerin^, Marshall's School, Cambridge. 

June 13, Close of Royal Tournament at Oly’mpta, 

June 13-14. Letcestershlre Ae.C, ** At Home " at Deaford, 

June IB. R A.F. Flying Dtsplay and Fnlo Gymkhana at Halton, 
June 19, Flying Display, Andover. 

June 20, Flying Display, Bristol Airport S.B.A.C, Cup Race, 

June 20. Opening of Flying School at Barton iManchestcr), 

June 21, N,F.S, Air Pag^nt, Hiding. 

June 32, Entries Close for King's <Sip Race, 

June 20, R A.F, Dinner Clob Anuiial Dinner, Connaught Rooms, 
June 27, Royal Air Force Duplay, Hendon, 

July 4. T.M.AtC,, 3rd Wing, inaugural Meetlug, Stag Lane 
Aerodrome. 

July 4-6-7. Cricket, RjkJF. v. Army at the Oval. 

July 10-19, Circuit of Italy. 

July 15-16, Crlcka, R,AJ?. r. CfvU Service at Uxbridge. 

Jiijy Household Brigade Flying Club Meeting, Heston. 

July 25, King 's Cup Race. 

il!r Rhon Gliding Competitinns, Germany. 

. J , Cricket* R.aj^’, v. Free Foresters at Camberley, 
Aug, 1.2-3* Southderwn Skysailing Club's Annual Flying Meeting.' 
R.A*F, u. R,N, at Halton. 

,5' iS* Mancheater-UveiTMKjl Inter-City Race- 
N«wcastle-on-Tyne Meeting. 

Norfolk and Norwich Club Meeting at Yarmouth. i 
*^^**0“ Flying Meeting. 

CIS'!.?* Schneider Trophy Contest. 

Garden Party, Bristol and Wessex Ae,C. 

'lay 31. ClosiDg date for Celion Cross-Channel Glide fil.CWM) 
Priae. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 


LYING meetings by dubs in all parts 
of the countiA^ now follow each other 
so fast that it is not easy to keep track 
of them all. Last Saturday there was 
a particularly attractive display at 
Brooklands, in the course of which 
Mr. C, W. A, Scott was officially 
welcomed by the Minister for Air and 
was congratulated on his double record between 
England and Australia, Other features of first-class 
interest were a wonderful display by Mr. Sayer in 
the '' Fury and a demonstration of 
Dia 1^**^ the Autogiro by Mr, Brie. Most of the 
other events were what might be called 
the usual stock items of a civil flying display, 
namely, a parade of various types on fib e ground 
and in the air, witli aerobatics and formation flying 
in light aeroplanes. It is with these stock events 
that WQ are conceraed at the moment, but our 
remarks must not be taken as criticisms of the Brook- 
lands organisation in particular, but of the accepted 
policy of civil air displays in general, 

IL seems to us that the time has come when these 
dub meetings should adopt a regular policy in 
framing their programmes. In the first place, there 
is evidence that the public is beginning to reach a 
stage of airmindedness at which it shows signs of 
boredom at ordinary flying and ordinary aerobatics. 
At an}" rate the time cannot be far distant when 
the majority of British citizens will have seen as 
many loops and spins as they care to watch. In 
the second place, these flying displays might be made 
a valuable medium of air propaganda, a function 
which at present they hardly perform. Each flying 
club must want the public in its district to take a keen 
interest in flying and to believe in it as a good thing 
and a coming means of transport. If flying bears 
a good local reputation, that must make for profits 
for the club. So, if we venture to make suggestions, 
we do so in the belief that these suggestions are for 
the benefit of the individual dub as well as for the 
general cause of flying. 
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The organisers of the meetings must already be 
racking their brains to find variations of the prO’ 
gramme. If they are not fortunate enough to stage 
the arrival of a popular hero or a demonstration by 
a " Fury '' or an Autogiro, the ordy idea seems to 
be to arrange for more aerobatics, and still more 
aerobatics. Every machine which goes into the air 
must, it appears, be looped and rolled. There may 
be some point in a Marilesham pilot proving that 
a freight-carrier can be looped, but there can be no 
possible point in making it perform aerobatics before 
the public. A freight-carrier is for carry' ing freight, 
and it will never be looped when flying on its lawdul 
occasions. If a number of different types of light 
aeroplanes are shown, first in a parade on the ground 
and then in a fly-past, and each one does some loops, 
the public learns nothing of the points of each 
machine but is apt to get bored by the sight. The 
point about an Aiitogiro is not its manoeuvrability, 
but its ability to land and take off with a minimum 
of run. Again, there is not much object in having 
an ambulance aeroplane in tlie display if nil that the 
public is allowed to see is the Red Cross painted on 
its fuselage. Such instances might be multiplied. 

Our suggestion is that the programme at flying 
meetings should be arranged so as to give the public 
some clear idea of the purpose for which each dif- 
ferent type has been designed. The meeting should 
show off the selling points of each type, and ser\^e 
as a guide to prospective private owners, as well as 
giving the general public some ocular instruction in 
the progress of aeronautics and the ideas upon which 
our designers are working. In doing this, a great 
deal will depend upon the announcer, and a really 
first-class announcer should be worth his weight in 
gold to the organisers of a meeting. Notes on the 
printed programme ai’e useful, and the Brookiands 
programme did good work in printing the price of 
each machine which was on view. But every’body 
does not read programmes. If they see the machine 
doing the work for which it was intended they will 
cany away a clear impression which will not readily 
be forgotten. 

Let us suppose that one of the machines at the 
meeting is a medium-sized cabin machine, remark- 
able for its internal comfort and roominess. It 
should not be difficult to stage a little story to illus- 
trate this. For instance, a football XI in muddy 
shorts and jerseys might embark in it and fly off to 
an imaginarj'' civic reception. Mlien the machine 
lands they would emerge dressed in their Sunday 
best, and be greeted by the supposed Mayor of their 
native city. If a Cross aeroplane is shown, 
then the victim of an accident might be brought out 
of a motor ambulance, lifted into the cabin of the 
aeroplane and flown off to hospital. When the stage 
is held by a freight-carrier, it would be easy to bring 
it into a prominent position in front of the spectators 
and there take packages on board, each dearly 


marked with its weight. When the machine files 
round, going through the motions " (as the 
sergeant-major says) of journeying to Darwin it 
should fly very steadily, and not indulge in loops 
and rolls. 

When a number of light aeroplanes are displayed, 
it would be a very useful thing if the annouricer 
would emphasise the selling points of each. The 
man on the aerodrome who is not thinking of learn- 
ing to fly himself, but who wants to take an intdli 
gent interest in the matter, should be an object for 
propaganda. He may learn of an aeroplane wliich 
would just make it possible for a friend of his to 
take a ticket and become a private owner. If this 
man reads his programme and sees that the landing 
speed of a certain machine is 60 and that it has 
independent uiieel brakes, these words convey very 
little to him. But if the announcer explains the^ 
points, and the pilot then ^ves a practical demon- 
stration of their advantages, the lesson will be driven 
home. A loop by the said machine as it flies round 
will not add anything to its attractions. There are 
quite a number of people w^hose gymnasium days 
are long past and who greatly dishke the idea of 
being turned upside down. Some of them would 
like to experience a flight, but they get the idea 
that if one goes up one is sure to be " chucked 
about.'* Acrobatics and aerobatics are for those 
whose glands are still youthful and who know not 
the meaning of blood-pressure. 

We are not depreciating aerobatics in the right 
place and in the right machine. When the organisers 
of the display are fortunate enough to secure the 
presence of a Fury/' by all means let it show 
off its powers. The R.A.F. Display at Hendon w^ould 
not be tlie popular event w^hich it is without very 
good aerobatic displays. The announcer must repeat 
ad nauseam that the pubhc is not able to buy 
pleasure flights in a single-seater fighter. The dis- 
tinction betw^een civil flying and service flying should 
be driven home whenever opportunity^' occurs. Wc 
cannot remember all the occasions on which we have 
heard well-educated newspaper readers lump all the 
accidents of a year together and proclaim that flying 
is still very dangerous. When one points out that 
80 per cent, of those accidents were service accidents. 
20 per cent, addle-pated private owners stunting 
too near the ground, and fl per cent, regular 
lines, the said intelligent readers say "Oh! of 
course ; I forgot,*' in a surprised tone, and remember 
the lesson until next time. These distinctions 
constant repetition if they are to be absorbed, and 
a civil air display, with machines to be seen and 
the announcer to be heard, should be a very suitable 
occasion for driving the lesson home. But if such 
display's are to ha^^e a real educative effect, for the 
benefit of the clubs, the manufacturers, and the 
travelling public alike, a well-thought-out policy 
necessary^ in drawing up the list of events. 
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HAN WORTH 
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An unusual touch was lent to the 



/''-'Tir^HAT was quite a happy HarJiamentary ’ 
(j) I idea of National Flying by the presence 

JIL Services to invite mem- Bleriot moi 

bers of the House of j ^ ^ 

Commons and Ikmst- of Lords to ^ndthe atestco 

tlatiwordL for au afternoon's air- Handley P 

miudedness- making. Ccdonel Many of the viE 

Master ol Sempill wah in charge of first time, a Ble 

the urganisatioii, and as usual he * ' 

wai? here, there and everywhere — 
seemingly at the same time. ' Colonel 

Stampin' s energy is unbelievable, and how' lie finds the 
lime to do all he does do is something of a mystery. 
That, in spite of his busyness, he always finds time for a 
chat and a friendly word with ever}>body> is not only 
prfxif of that tact ior which he became famous while he 
was chairman of the Koyal Aeronautical Society, but of 
nerves under perfect contred. Un Saturday the loud- 
speaker equipment at Han worth broke dowm, and Colonel 
Sempill had to add the role of megaphone man to all his 
ether activities. Yet he remained unrulhetl as ev^er. That 
i.A the items on the programme had to Lh^ transposed 
was liD fault of the organisers, but due to the non-arrival 
uf some fvi the " performers and one of the charms of 


Parliamentary visit to Han worth 
by the presence of a replica of the 
old Bleriot monoplane, Type XI, 
and the latest commercial aircraft, 
the Handley Page HatmibaL** 
Many of the visitors saw, for the 
first time, a Bleriot monoplane in 
flight 


It to rl an worth i-j^^ afternoon's garden party was its 

a replica of the total lack of formality. Everyone 

dane, Type XI, ’* took it easy/' nothing was treated 

nertMs*! «iT-nrnft* seriousness, and the 

nercMi aircraii, afternoon was an 

e HatinibaL** entirely enjoyable one. 
irs saw, for the The Handley Page " Hannibal 
t monoplane in (Easitern Typo) floated in very early 
in the afternoon, piloted by Major 
Brackley and Captain Walters, and 
was parked in front of tlie enclosures, 
with its proboscis close to a fiagstaff. As the machine is 
not fitted with reversilile engines, and as there was 
nothing at flan worth powerful enough to haul it back- 
W'ards, the aforementioned fiagstaif had to be lowered in 
the evening before the Hannibal could get away. 

Lined up along and around the enckjsures were large 
numbers of aircraft, many carrying tile well-known N.F.S. 
colours, but as many being privately-owned machines of 
every^ known type: Avians, Bluebirds, Besoutters, Gipsy- 
Moths, Puss Moths, Martlets. Redwings, Spartans, and s^> 
forth. The military side was represented by a Bristol 
Bulldog (Jupiter) single-seater fighter and an Armstrrmg 
Whitworth *' Atlas '' Mark II fitted with Armstrong 
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PIONEERS AT HANWORTH: With M. Bleriot and Mr. Montague id tbb group are a number 
of old-timers who have flown the early Bleriot machines. From left to right: Group Captain E* F# 
^iggs, D.S.O., 0-E,E,, M- Quatremarre, who flew the Bleriot at Han worth, M* Marcel Desoutter, 
M. Louis Bleriot, Mr. Marcus D* Manton, Mr* Montague, Under-Secretary of State for Air, Wing- 
Commander R. L. G* Marix, D*S.O., and Sir Alliot Verdon Roe* (Flight Photo.) 



FLIGHT, JuNi- 12, 1931 



Siddeley Fiinther engme. This 
machine has been iitted with 
wingb of Clark YH saction, and 
these certainly seem to have 
causK^d a considerable imprem:’ 
menl in the machine, judging by 
the way in which, dnring a flight 
in the afternoon, Mr. Campbell 
Orde crawled along at very low 
speed under |ierfecl ccmtrol. 

What is probably the first 
British Red Cross aeroplane, a 
Dcsoutter monoplane with 
Hermes t'ngine, was also on view. 

This has a very comfortable- 
looking bed for a " stretcher 
case/* and shows that in this 
country can also, w^hen we make 
up our minds, make a very go<Kl 
avion attniiaire ; a type of machine in which hrai 
hilherlo excelled. 

By way of opening the proceedings, Mr. Lowe 
was towed into the air by a motor car. and made 


AN OLD TIMER ; A replica of a Bleriot monoplane^ type XI, w! 

Han worth by M* Quatremarre. (Flight Photo.) 


of appreliensioo at ilie manner in whldi tlie pilot seems 
to have forgotten ** tliat he has no engine, and circles 
about with, apparently, no time or room to make a safe 
landing. Yet Mr. Lowe Wylde {who on this occasion was 
carrying a lady passenger)" found time to make several 
b-turns low down and still land well away from the 
drome boundary* Jt was a very pretty exhibiiiuri. 

In the meantime a Westlaiid “ Wessex '* (3 Genti 

Majors), piloted by Mr, PeiiroKf. 



arrived carrying a full comple- 
ment of Westlanders. including 
Sir Ernest Fetter. Mr. Bruce and 
Captain Keep. This latest 
'' Wessex *' looks remarkably 
well, and the cabin arrangen^ent 
is very comfortable. One learned 
with relief that Mr. Paget, who 
crashed on a Widgeon recently 
is progressing very well. 

An Air Union *“ Rayon d'Or " 
Liore & Olivier biplane came over 
with a party of French visitors to 
greet M* and Mme. Bleriot. who 
were already at Hanw^ortli. 

The first " official ” part of 
the programme was the arrival in 


formation of tlie machines of No. 


A PROMISING NEWCOMER : The Monospar machinef with two 45 b*p* Salmson 600 Cit\^ of London Bomber 


engines, iji an experimental type with many interesting features* It was demo nitrated Squadron from Hendon. Mounted 
at Hanworthby Sqd, Ldr* Rollo Haig* (Flight Photo. ) on Westland " Wapitis 



HANWORTH FROM THE AIR : In the foreground is seen the “ Hannibal/’ and next to it the old 

Bleriot monoplane* (FLIGHT Photo.) 
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IN SQUADRON VEE FORMATION ; No* 600 City of London Bomber Squadron 
flying over Manworth* (bLlGriT Pfioto.) 




(Bristol jujnUTs) Captain GviestV 
M|u;itlrnii tlrw across rqj^atf*dlv 
111 varums iormatifnis, such as 
■<qiuulnin Wi.‘ tuid Imc abreast. 

,'Utd in v^r^^ of iht" bumpy 
weather thr station-krcfiiiig was 
VI TV gf Kiil in^leed- 
C)ne (T t\v<t items having missed 
lire owing tn non -arrival frora 
Hnioklaiids. where a largi- meet- 
ing was liehl mi the same day. 

Mr. CvtU F* Uwins. ItrbtciFs 
chief test pilot, stepped into the 
breach anil gave a verv’ pretly 
uf aerobatics cui tlie 
Bulldog." One of the most 
attractive features of the display 
was that Twins did Ills evolutions 
Ht a s^de height, with tlie result 
that cue could tVuiroughly enjoy 
ihi’ re dlv " brushed " fiving 
witlitiui that nervou^sness which 

siunting clfjsf to the ground is apt to eiigeuder Ui many 
onlookers. Slow rolls, and part of an inverted looji, were 
among the evolutions carrie<l out. 

Mr. Campbell Or<le, Army try ng Whitworth's chief lest 
pdotr came next Ofu the " Atlas." J he machine hus but 
njceutly Itfit the 5 ho|>ss. and ^till requires a little tuning 
iJp Consequently Campbell Ordt- did not indulge in any 
of the more fanciful forms of stunting, but his siuw-llying 
dcniiiust rations were very' convincing, even allowing for 
the lairly strong wind w'hich was blowing at tlie time. 
The lining of wings of CYH sfctiou seems to have resulted 


FIRST BRITISH “ AVION SANITAIRE ’* : A Desouiter monoplane (Hermes) 
has been ficred up as a Red Cross machine* (PYiuht Photo.) 


in quite an improvement, and even at very low speeds 
Lhere vvere no signs of the " Atlas " having a tendency 
to " fall out of the jiLlot's bands/' On the cimtrary it 
seemetl tu be uudtT perfect cnnlrol. 

Mr. Brie came over from BrooklaJuls on an Autogjno 
(Genet), and gave u really excellent demoiistraticn of what 
LhEil mac [line can do. The exhibition \van. lo our wav 
of thinking, just the kind that is w' an ted. Instead of 

trying to ernnlate orLhticjox ty|>es of aircraft by maiiCEUvres 
for which, even if capable of doing them, the Aulogiro %vas 
never intended, Mr. Brie sat stilJ " above the edge of 
I he enclosure, then descended 
slowly and nearly vertically* land- 
ing quilt- close to the at *ro drome 
[»o undart'. Then, before the 
rotor had time to slow down, he 
ijpened ids engine and took off 
with practically no run. climfhng 
stee|dy and getting over -the fence 
arul trees at the edge of the aero- 
drome in fme style. That w'as 
something which no other air- 
craft could have done. and 
show'ed plainly to tliose witli 
enough knowledge to appreciate 
the dtmitmstration, how tlie auto- 
giro can be landed in and taken 
off from a ver>* restricted spUce, 
even when trf*es are in the way. 

In the ineautinie M. Bleriot 
had been flown across to Broctk- 
lands in a Desoutter monoplane 
to b€^ introduced to Lord 
Amulree. the Secretary of State 
for Air, He returned at approx i- 
xnatelv the same time as Mr. 


^ ‘ILITARY REPRESENTATIVE AT HANWORTH 5 An Armstrong Whit- 
won ri ** Atlas Mark II (Panther engine)* This machine has wings of C YH section^ 
:ems to hang in the air remarkably well at low speed. Note the anti-drag engine 
cowling. (Flight Phoio.) 
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COMPLETE WITH CERTIFICATE OF AIRWORTHINESS ; The Handley 
Page “Hannibal” (four Jupitcr$) leaving Han worth for Croydon. (Flight Photo,] 


Scott tiirivetl from BrcKikUinds io 11 h‘ t^ipsy MtJth in 
wliicli tu- has rc'ct^ritly upturned from Auirtraluj. in rect^rd 
time. A vvry jolly littk- ceremony wa^ arranged by 

Colonel Sempill, in wbicli M. Bleriot wa.s duly ]>hoto- 
grajdied and filmed while Jihakiiig hands with a number of 
j)eopk' who in the early days oi flying had flown his 
monoplanes. This jileasant little interlmle tofik place by 
the side of a Bl^riot mnncjplane which M. Blerioi had been 
kind enough to have sent over fur the occasion. This 
rmtehinr is not a replica of the Cross Channel model im 
which M. Bleriut made Ih*^ hrsf flight across the rinnuf! 
in IWF in fact, it is not an exact replica of auyLhiiig. 
Hut it is very nearly identical uith the ty^j/e XI which 
b?^ame so extraordinarily popular after the introduction 
<if the 50 h.p. Gnonic engine. This particular specirnen 
differed from tJie type XI in that 
it hati a 6-cylinder AiiKani engiiie 
ftht- g(KKi old type with autoiTKitic 
inlet valves) of 45 h,[L^ and the 
flat steel tapes with W'hich the 
original XI was b^ace^i btdow 
had given place to stranded 
cables. The cloche control had 
given way to a more modern 
arrangement, although the top of 
the control stick ^vas the Stime 
little old wooden horizontal 
wheel as the early pilots used to 
grasp. M, Bl^riot made a very 
graceful bnpnmiptu speech in 
f French, in which he referred to 
the progress made and the 
wonderful establishment which is 
the modem Han worth. 

During the aftemexm there was 
a steady stream of visitors going 
through the cabins of the 
'' Hannibal,'* the luxun^ of 
which was much admired. A 
few thoughtful ones stopped, on 
their way out. in the cfsckpit* and 
a few rather wtmdered how the 
pilot is going to operate the 
engine enntrois as well as the 
wheel brake lever while 
mancBiivring m\ the ground. 

Both are centrally placed, so that 
from either seat the pilot has to 
work in an awkw^ard position, in 
which he cannot exert very much 
force. It would seem tliat it 
must become normal practice in 
the " Hannibal " for one pilot 


10 be in the port seat, readv mr 
tne take-00, while the 
stands up in the centre u£ iht 
cockpit and works engine controls 
and wheel brakes. How this 
divided responsibility b goiiiH to 
work under certain condiutinj^ 
remains to l:x‘ seen. 

Towards evening Squadron 
Leader Ktfllo Haig brought om 
the Monospar twin-engined mnuih 
plarif and gave a very^ fine demon- 
stration of the machi lie's capa- 
bill ties. It is true that he was 
'■ flying light/* but even alknv' 
iiig fesr tins fact, tht- nmclhm 
]iertormed remar kahlv w^ell, its 
siow-llying i.ieiiig particularlj' im- 
|iressive, as uas the demrsn 

stratiun of lateral control wbicli 
Haig gave by standing the 
machine first un oin^ vsiiig tip and 
thv^n on the t)ther, descending at 
a steep angle, although with the 
fusehige horizontal H all the whiF. 
The sj>eed range seems to t^e very 
good, and when the production 
type, with two of the new 
Pobjoy engines appeiirs, it sliouUl 
be a very useful four-seater 
indeed. 

Amither nmchiiie well demuie 
stratecl during liie dav was the 
Southern Martlet ^vitll Gt-Tiet 
engine, which Flying-tflhcer Watt, of the Central Flying 
Sch<K)l. pilotetl. The ma nee uv^ra bill ty of the Marilei is 
well kIlo^yll. and the slow roll dosvii, immediately follow- 
ing the take-fflf, was rather unnecessary. Impressive to 
some, undtiubtedly, 1ml scarcely worth the risk involved. 

During tlie day a number of the visitorji were taken for 
flights, and many of the Parliamentary representatives 
went up in the Aar Union f^eO biplane. That is how we 
do things in this country. The Hannibal *' was, pre 
sunisibly, felt to be tw) iiew^ and untried to be use<l for 
Parbrimeniarx' jov I'jding. and thCTC waf^ HO OllltT British 

Giant Air Liner '* present, 

Mr, Scott, on flying over Irom Bnxiklands, wa,^ 
receive rl by Mr. F. Mimtague, Under- Secretory of State 
for Air, %\ho congratulated him \sarmly on l>eiiig Qu- tir.^l 



MODERN COMFORT: The after cabin in the “Hannibal” (Eastern Tvp*)- 

Th<^ forward cabin ts reached through the corridor seen in the backgr'’y"“- 

(Flight Photo.) 
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nil 
irt nil 


‘ hold boui tUt! out and 
ivCOTdi^ for fiiglits bt:- 
Liiglaiid and Austnilia. 
i-ltm 4jf the day was a 
iii thr aerodrome by 
vL i^Juatrernarri' on the Blenui 
.atmoplam-. It was quite liki- 
I id times to see helpers wheel 
i\w machine out tail first and 
wrUi the tail high in the air 
su as to reduce the angle of 
Uicidence on the The 

machiiie took ofi \idth a re- 
markably short mn, and 
withoui: troubling to gain any 
gnat height. M. QuatremaiTe 
made a complete riglit-hand 
nrciiit oi ihe aerodrome, 

I Fr humpy wind had abated 
a lit Lie [w llieii, Uui neverthe- 
less imr saw something of the 
lljikiiig of the trailing edge 
as ihe pilot used his wing 
i^arp. uhich was such a well- 
knoun sight m the old days. 

thanks of a considerable number of pec^ple lor having 
given them an opjjort unity to see in ilight a twqTe ot 
nmchine w hich made aviation hi story j and the gratitude 
of a smaller number for having made it jjossible for them 
to re-Iivt- tor a few iiiomeiJts memories vert- dear to them. 

Tt is somcwii d curious thaL even %vith its complicated 
uniiercarri ige and th* op^ii rear portion the fuselage, 



BORN X9I0 AND STILL GOING STRONG: 
M, Quatremarre flying the Bleriot monoplane at 
Han worth, (h' LIGHT Photo.) 


jM, Blcriot tle^erves Iht 


I lie Bier lot monoplane is still 
a ]yretty aircraft : at least, il 

seems so ti> those of us \vhc» 
ust^d to admire the machue 
in tile early ilays of fly mg. 
when Hamel cm a Bleriot pro 
vidi^d more regularly and 
uniformly f^rvtty flying than 
did anv other combi nation, 
rimt tins was not due to the 
pihu alone was proved by the 
Uet tliat. when Hamel took 
to the .Moraiir-Saulnier niono- 
) dalle, his Hying became les.s 
pretty, although possibly more 
spectacular. It would in 
teresling to know hcn\ tin 
HltTiOt maiioplane impresses 
the modern genemtioii from 
the point of view of apjiear- 
ancej, ancl whether the fact 
lliul we oUL timers still think 
the machine goetd - looking, is 
due to a sentimental regard 
for it. without which the prettiness disappears. 

Toward.'^ the <*wniug a flight of three Redwings appeared, 
piloted, it Was fcmiid. by Russell, Paine, and Armour. 
Their formation was good, and, when they " split up/' 
they did so in a somewhat unusual way, with a sort of 
horizontal '■ Prince of Wales Feutliers/' the leader flying 
straight ahead, while the two outer machines swung 
oij t wards. 



BACK IN RECORD TIME; Mr. ScotPs Gipsy Moth was a great centre of attraction at 
Han worthy whither he flew li from Brooklands* (Flight Photo,) 


^ <$> ^ <$> 


A Reception to the Delegates of the I.C.A.N. 

I H» Britiah Aviation HospiUility Assutiatioii gavt n 
^ option to the delegates who have conie to this enuntrv 
tor a ConveaUon of the LC.A.N, at the Park l.ane Hotel, 
on Uie evening of June 3. The President of the Aasocia- 
the \iscnuntess ElibanJt, had not yet recovered from 
cr unfortunate mishap which resulted in breaking her 
and Mrs, Shelmcrdine. wife of the Ihrector of Civil 
hostess in her stead, received the 
Ihe prominent aircraft manufacturers 
tb and the occasion was one whicli tliosc* among 

h, j linguists took full advantage of. They 

b 1 h many of the delegates at a lunch given 

ci irf during the morning, aud w^ere Uierefore 

th, when they met again at the reception. During 

pj . ^ Dawson Reid, the w^ell- known tenor, 

med those present with his magnificent voice. 

A iodel “ Moth ” for Cadets 

Sc- -.-ri ” 3-eroplane, 3 ft, span, was pre- 

n May 8 to the training-ship Worcester ^ off Green- 
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hit he, Kent, by Captain F. E. Guest, furiiier Secretary fur 
Air, on bt?half of tlie Air League of the British Empire. 
First Entries for the King’s Cup. 

So far eight entries have bt^en received for the King's 
Cup Air Kace, which takes place on July 5. They are 
as foJlEiws (the pilot being given in brackets)' — 

F. S. Symondson, D.H. Gipsy Moth (F. S, Symondson) ; 
Alderman" C. V. Walker, Blackbuni Bluebird (FL /Lt. J. 
Bradbury) ; C. A. Vjlliers, Martiiisyde A.V.l (C. A. 
Villiers) : K, G. Murray, D,H. Gipsy Motli (C. Murray 
Pick thorn 3 ; F. Gough, D.H. Gipsy Moth (F. Gough) ; 
Sq./Ldr. J. McKelvie, D.H. Gipsy Moth (Lord Malcolm 
Douglas-Hamilton) ; .Air Vice-Marshal A. M. I>ongmore, 
C.B., D.S.O.. Blackburn Bluebird (Ft. ,/Lt. D, F. W. 
.Atcherley) ; Lieut. C. R. V. Pugh, R.N., Spartan (Lieut. 
C. H. v: Pugh), 

The entries are subject to final acceptance by the Royal 
Aero Club. Entries close 5 p.m., June 22, 19;il ; entry' 
fee £5. Late entries close 12 noon, July 1, 1931 ; entr>- 
fee £10. Entries should be made to the Royal Aero Club. 
3, Clifiord Street, London, W. 1. 
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SCOTT 
FLIES HOME 
IN 

“ EASY 

STAGES ’■ 


But he nevertheless breaks 
the record for the Home- 
ward Trip, by 4S hours, 
having completed the 
journey in 10 days 23 hours \ 


CONGRATULATIONS! Lord Amulree, at Brooklands on Saturday, 
CO nj^ratu laces Mr, C, W, A, Scott on his fine fiight from Australia to 
England, Mrs, Scott, h will be observed, is obviously pleased and 

proud, (Flight PhttttK) 


W HKJV Mr. C. VV. A, Scull — wh<^ April KstaU- 

liithcd a woiiderlul record iur a solo Might from 
Eugkmd to A util nil ia in 9 days 4 houtN— 
announced his intent ion of Hying back, he 
stated he was going to do so in euKy stages. He actually 
left Wy^'Jham, North West Australia, early rui May 29. 
and shaitly after 7 p.m. on June 5 he landeil al Lympne 
aerodn>me in blind iiig rain ! "'Taking it ea^y in this 
way, he was able to cover the 10.000 odd mik*s from 
Australia in 10 days 23 hours — -and thus beats the previous 
fastest time for the journey, made by Air Commodore 
Kingsford Smith, by some 48 hours. 

Of the two flights, Scott said he found the return home 
was the more difficult. From Australia to Singapore he 
had goCKl weather, but from Han gi ion conrli turns were very" 
different, for the Monscums had broken— and he got them 
all right"and for tlie grenler fjart of tlie way onwards he 
experienced head winds and rain. 

For instance, after leaving Singapore for Akyab, he ran 
into a solid wall of rain an hour out of Alor Star fKedah), 
and for hour^ he dotfged about try^ing to find a w'ay 
through— at one time returning towards Alor Star. He 
managed, however, to reach Rangcxin. 

On the next stage to Karachi he met with very different 
troubles, ftu after leaving Calcutta he bad to land at 
Gaya because of the heat — he was flying without a sun- 
helmet. Tn fact, on this st'ction to Aleppo he htid to avoid 
flying during the middle of the day. Nevertheless, he onlv 
did about six iioui's' night flyini^ over the whole trip. 

After Iwiving Aleppti he ^gain encountered storm v 
weather ; some ditiicuity w^as ex[>erieiice<j in crossing the 
mountains outside Aleppo, for he was unal>le to climb 
sufficiently high with hm heavdlydaden '* Moth — on one 
occasion he saw’ thr<iugh a break in the clouds, the mouiH 
tains right before him, and so had to turn seawards, and, 
battling againsi strong headw'inds, eventually reached 
Brindisi. From here he flew the 1 ,350 mill's to l^ympm^ 
in 13| hours, once nu>re under tr\dng weather conditions. 
The wdud and rain Irorn Northern France to L\mipTie — he 
ran into a terrible storm over Paris — ^gjive his little 
machine a ver\^ rough time of it. 

How^eviT, lie arrived safely at Lympne in. as previously 
statf*d, a heavy^ downpour of rain, and W'as greeted by 
Comdr. Deacon with Well T'm hanged ; you are a brick. 
Congratulatiuns, you nave done it again.'" 

The daily log of Mr. Scott’s flight, witli approximate 
mileages, is given in the next column. 


On B^Jturtlav^ June 6, Mr. Scott flew from Lympne to 
Bnwk lands, where lie given an official welcome by 

Lord Amulree, Secretary^ of State for Air, and a more 
personal welcome by Mrs, Scott. 

In welcoming Mr. Scott, Lord Amulree contrasted the 
pn-sent state of affeiirs when a man could ffy between 
Lugland and Australia in nine or ten days with the okt 
days at Brook lands when pioneers like A. V. Roe were 
experimenting. He mentioned that Mr. Scott, like him- 
sell. was a native of Perthshire, and his succcs& would give 
great satisfaction in the North. 

Mr. Scott made a very modest reply, saying that the 
thought of having to make a speech had terrified him all 
the way a.^ lie iiew' to Brooklaiids. He had been very glad 
when he reached Australia, for that had been the end ol 
the first flight ; but he was even more glad to be back in 
England after the second. It was noticed that Mr. Scott, 
mt>st unpatriotically* said " England " and not “ Great 
Britain/' 

Capt. Matthew's, who has also flown to Australia, then 
said a few” ivords. He said that he had boobed all the 
way, and that made him realise particularly \Ahat Mr. 
Scott had done. He considered that Scott had done soirie- 
thing absolutely superhuman. 

As in all these great flights, congratulations are 
due to the machine and its components, upon w^hich 
much de^M?iid for the success of the flight. In tins case, 
the niachiiie was a similar D,H. f/ipsy Moth ” (Lipsv 
engine) to that on wdiich Scott made the outward trip- 
and it was places] at his dispi^sal hy I^ord Wakeheld'-- 
iilways to the fore on these occasions, Castrol oil an 
'' Shell ■’ spirit were used for feeding " the engine, win ^ 
** B.T,H/' niagnetos supplied the necessary " urnpter’i 
s|>arks per day’ It is almost a foregone conclusion tna 
Mr. Scott forgot and fitted K.L.G. plugs, while bniH ' 
Aviation lustruments, including the “ llusun ’ apen« - 
compass, aided in Mr, Scott's splendid navigation. 


Mav 2S . . 
., 27 . 

„ JIK .. 
*. .. 
„ 31 .. 
J inie I 

*3 



Wyndharo Sourabaya 0 h2<»01 
Sh,j urabay a - B at aH* (.i WU 

Batavia Sin fiapori? 

Si ngapt3re-Ran|?oa n p /il" 1 1 , , 

Rati^oori ^Calcutta “Karachi 

KarachnBusbirp (l.HKl) 
Bushiit^BasTa (2Sfb 
Raira-Aleppft (750) 

Aleppti- Eriiidisi ( 1. 1 nO) 
vmnnf* /l_350) 


13 13 

The F^eration Aeronauttc|ue Intemattotialp 

The annual congress of the F.A.I. is l>eing held in 
Bucharest, as tire President, Prince George Bibc'sco. is a 
Rumanian. He is, however, still convalescent after his 


H 

recent crash. Great Britain is reprinted by 
O’ Gorman. Advantage was taken of this session 
veil a tablet on the spot w'here King Carol lande 
aeroplane a year ago to claim the crowm of the cem 
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CLu ikoxt 


CROYDON 




''HE wi-uther last wet^k was fairly gtHJtl, and Hit* 
ill services were run to schedule. 

Oi\ Friday eveuing Hannibal " arrived. 
Even’xmt' was tremendously interested in this 
f^uim machine built by Handley Fage, Ltd., and we all 
that, ill due course, it will be as great a success as 
tile Argosies. After a quick iiispecLion by Imperial Air- 
\vavi5 inspectors, the machine tlcw tiver to Han worth. We 
were all surprised at the take-ofi ; it was less than 1(H> 
vards, and Hannibal " cl imbed like a .scout. 

(_m Wedncsdat'. Herb>" Hay. Imperial Airways ran a 
>ptrial service for the Perliy, which iiicinded transport 
from Fruvdou to tJie ccmrsr at Epsom. 

Mention of the Derby, none oi the Irish Sweepstake 
nnvnrv readied this quarter again. 


The Desoutter Aircraft Company have just completed 
an air ambulance ; this, 1 believe, is the forerunner of a 
new ited Cross Air Corps wividi is lx‘iiig formed. 

We are all delighted to hear tluit at last Mr, Dupe's 
Services at Lympne are to be recognised. It is a well- 
known fad that Lympne depends on the Sergt. -Major, 
and we know that, in his new position of Assistant Aero- 
drt>me officer, he will be as Jiopular as ever. He is a good 
fellow, and a real hard worker. All success to him on his 
prtimotioii. 

rbe earthquake early on Sunday moriiing did imt dis- 
turb the peace of Croydon, and the aerodrome still remains 
whole , 

The traffic figures for the week were: — Passengers. 
1,083: freight. 84 tons. P, B. 


KING'S CROSS AERODROME 


A n ambitious £5,0(^1,000 scheme for an overhead 
aerodrome at King's Cross has been suggested 
V)v a committee of bus mess men, architects, and 
engineers. Under the scheme, if the necessary 
Parliameritan" and other po\sers are obtained, a huge 
central air and rail terminus would be built on a site 
now occupied by railway sidings near King’s Cross and 
Si. Paiicras stations. The proposal includes the re^ 
planning of goods yards and the construction of ware- 
houses suitable for supporting an overhead concrete land- 
ing ground. Mr. C, \V. Ghiver, the member of a London 


lirm of engineers and architects who has designed tile 
scheme, states that: — 

“ The committee mclude,s Sir W'alter Peacock and a 
number of prominent Imsiness and professional m<*n. 
Negotiations are proceeding with the various interests 
involved, and a model of the scheme is to be exhibited at 
the Institution of Civil Engdneers this week, when we 
shall invite criticism from exj^erts. In effect it provides 
for the removal of Croydon aerodrome to Central London, 
and the setting up of a terminns for passengers, mails, 
anrl goods by air, road, and raO^ in the heart of London." 



AN AERIAL AERODROME FOR LONDON ; A scale model of an aerodrome which it is suggested could 
be built over Kittg*s Cross and St* Pancras railway stations* The aerodrome would he about half a mile in 

diameter. {Flight Photo.) 


The Land Value Tax and Aerodromes The London Chamber, realising tlie immense importance to 

The Council of the London Chamber of Commerce, the future of tliis country of a progressive aviation in- 

cu the advice of its Civil Aviatfon Section, have addressed d us try, has been doiiag its iitrnost to encourage the con- 

letter to the Chancellor of the Exchequer drawing his struction of aerodromes, whether by nninicipalities or by 

to the serious effect which the proposed Land private enterprise. The industry w^ill be particularly hari 

Jlue Tax is likely to have on the development of Civil hit if it is called upon to support this ad^tional taxation, 
-uauon in this country. It is pointed out that under It is still in its infancy and unable at present to pay its 

T Finance Bill now before Parliament, land owm way, a fact which the State recognises by the grant- 

ned by the State or by Local Authorities as w-ell as that ing of subsidies to air transport undertakings and flying 

■^fled by certain public undertakings, will not be subject clubs* It is strange that, whilst giving exceptional aid in 

that, therefore, State owned and Municipal this way* the State should at the same time penalise it so 

Gnomes will presumably be exempt. On the other severely in another. The Council of the Chamber have 

n H which are publicly used but privately accordingly submitted that all airports, airparks and 

^ exempt, although they have to he landing grounds licensed for public use, as well as those 

- sea for public use under the Air Navigation Act, 1920. belonging to aircraft manufacturers, should be exempt, 

523 c 


FLIGHT, JujJE 12 , 1931 


ClcAiZiiia fnjcm tkz 3om UUhiU 


Do.X Gets Across 

The giam f German ilying boat, IX>-X, 
which left Friedrichshaien on November 5 
last year to fly to South America via 
Holland. England, France, Portug^d, and 
Afriai, has arrived in Hrazil. As reported 
last week, the flying boat arrived at Porto 
Praia, Cape VVrde Is., fnjm the African 
diasl, and on J iine H an unailccesfiftll 
amiTipt waa made w taku oS, However, a 
start was made next day, and — ^after a Ifdse 
report of having fallen into the sea — 
she airived at the Island of Fernando da 
Narouha soon after midnight, June 4-5. 

She left again at midday, and reached Port 
Natal. Brazil, in the afternoon , June 5, 

There were 13 persons on board, mciuding 
the Portuguese Admiral, fJag<i Coutinho. 

Mrs. Motitngu'fi Progress 

The Hon. Mrs. Edwin Montagu and 
her pilot. Mr. lie! vi lie. ctmtiiming her 
aerial tour of Persia and Hussia. left 
Moscow for Berlin on June 3. 

GoU Lindbergh’s Pacific Venture 

Colonel Ltkdberoh is planning to 
leave the United States within a month and 
fly across the Pacific accfnnpanied by his 
wife. He lias iisked the Sbite Department 
to secure permission fur him to fly over 
foreign territories, as his plan includes a 
tour of thrive wrecks' flying in Japan and 
China. The trip is Xo be made purely for 
pleasure, with every possible avoidance of 
risk. Colonel Lindbcrgli wdll use llie low-winged mono- 
plane wdierein he and Ins wife recently made a record- 
breaking flight across the United States. This will bt* 
equipped with floats for the Pacilic flight. 

MHe, Bernstein Injured 

Mi-le. I.,feNA Bernstein, tlie French airwoman, was 
badly injured on June S while taking ofl at Istrcs aero- 
drome, She w'as setting out for Egy^pt in an attempt to 
break the women’s record for distance in a straight line, 
ran her machine into a pile of stones on the edge of the 
aerodrome, and w^as thrown violently out of her machine. 
She Jractured her skull and broke an ankle. She is now 
in hospital, and her condition is serious. 

General Balboas Escape 

General Italo Hal bo, the Italian Air Minister, had a 
naxTow escape from drowtimg on June 5. After inspect- 


iiig a school at Caserta, he was taking off 
111 a seaplane in tar Capri, accompanied by a 
Major Cogna, to return to Ostia, when ili^ 
machine hit some flotsam and sank. 

Air Minister w'as carried under, and ?ijj 
not emerge for 40 seconds, as was 
strapped in his seat and was wearing a 
parachute, He w'as slightly cui and 
bruised , hut h^ik of! forihwitii hi ;inntl>fT 
stfupkifje, am) flew ro O.'^tia. The fhititjh 
Air Ministry sent him a message of con- 
gratulation on his escape. 

The Fairey Long-distance Aeroplane 

It is understood that Squadron Leacit r 
U. R. Gaylord, of the H.Q. staff nf the 
Coastal Area, and Flight-Lieutenant of the 
R.A.K., South Farn borough, will be the 
pilots of the new Fairey-Napier long- 
distance monoplane which is now being 
built. It is stated that the first fliglu uill 
be to Eg^'pt- A non-stop flight to the 
Cap<- may be undertaken in October. 
World’s distance Record (Seaplanes) Beaten 
The Freiidi airman, Lt. Paris, beat 
the world's distance rtcord for seaplanes 
in a closed circuit on June fl, when he had 
covered 2,749 miles-“and was. when the 
report was sent out, still flying. 

Professor Piccard Balloon Ascent 

After investigating the records, the 
Swiss Aero Club lias oflicially registered 
15,781 metres (51.458 feet, or about 
miles) as the height reached trj^ Professor 
Piccard in Ids [iallo^m. The i)alloou itself and a number 
of the instruments were taken to Augsburg, and the 
balloon was ctirefully overhauled at the Rie dinger balloon 
works. It was Rmlid that the valve worked correctly, 
and that the valve rope must have got twisted and so 
prevented the aeronauts from descending at their wjll. 
Professor Piccard has announced his intention of niakiBg 
another ascent in the autumn, this time to investigate the 
conditions of the loiver atmosphere. 

The “ Deutschlandflug,” 1931 

Entries closed for the Ueutschlatidiiug/' 1931. on 
June 1. and 16 machines have been entered. As lath 
entries may be mmle up till July 1. it is to be suppossrd 
that a few more machines will be entered. The " Deutsch 
landflug ” is confined to modem sports machines, and it 
is, moreover, stipulated that they must be fitted with 
German engines. The machines entered include the follovv- 



BEAUTIFUL WORK t 
This little diagram (re- 
produced actual size) 
gives an idea of the size 
of the riveting with 
which the hull plates of 
the Metalclad 

Airship (described in 
“FLIGHT” for May 22 
and 29 last) are joined. 



AN ECHO OF THE COURT AULD RESCUE; Otic of the D.H. “Moths” of the British Arctic Air Bxpedi^ 
fined with sktest which attempted to reach Mr^ Courtauld when he was stranded on the Greenland ice g»P’ ^ 
Esquimoes, who had never befow seen an aeroplane, are helping to refuel the machine before it set out o 

unsuccessful attempt. 
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. 11 Klemm Va wiih 

Xfun ^ t ; ttvo Junkers 

i 5t) V illi ^^lemens Sh engmrs ; 
Ijinv 2AB ^vith Siemens Sh 
: one BI'W M2MB with 
As 8 engine ; one Klemni 
Hfi" ilia Siemens Sh 13 engine. 
The prixes tn Im^ won total 75-001) 
.Va^k^ iapproxiniatel y £3 , 750) . 

A Cutty Sark ” in Stockholm, 
VJ,XHoOt.H it was not ibund 
TTCissjIde lor Saunders- Koe. Ltd., 
i/iake a stand at tlie Slttcklmlm 
\tro Exliihitioa. we are very glad 
ill Iran) that tliey Miowed the 
,-ujiii^t'^tion made in Plight some 
urtir ago and ^ent a “{utlv 
-ark " amphibian (,2 Gijm- 
nigines) over to Sttjckhrdm, s'c.> 
dial \dsitors during the latter 
jiart of the show might Imve an 
i.jiportuniis' of seeing the 
madiine. The '* Cutty Sark 
"tiried i\lr. John Lord. Mr. 
Ballardie ant] Captain Scott; and 
this little expedition was able U 



A VISITOR AT VINCENNES: During ihe National Aviaticn Meeting at 

Vincetmes on May 24-25 (reported in our issue for June 5), the Blerioi 125 
twin-fuselage bbmoto^r monoplane provided one of the chief items of interest amongst 

th^ new^ types presented- 


it is understood that 
give full information 10 
iirtipU- interested in the SAKO boats, as well as the Spartan 
I'redurts. 

A New Flying School, 

Ihe Eight Honourable the Earl ot Stamford and 
^\Hmngtoii will oyien a school of Hying at Barton, the 
Air FVjrt of Manchester, on Saturday, June 20. at 3.30 
p m. I'he nen school iacilities ar(^ arranged by Kortherii 
Air Lines (Manchester), Ltd., and Mr. IT F’. Vudl. late 
•I tl)i‘ Sc.(Jttisli Aero] dalle Cliih, will he Chief Instnietor. 
The school will be under tlie direction of Mr. A. N. 
Kiiigwilb and De Havilaiid Moth aerojilaiies will be the 
standard type used for training. For thcjse who desire 
to take them, courses hav^e been arranged in gnmml 
))i«:tructioi' and in aircraft and engine maintenance. Th(' 
ompany will garage and maintain privately-owned air- 
Tah. Litid liaa extensive workshops for overhaul and 
epair work. There are no formalities to be observed, as 
:ui club is being established. Pupils will take instruction 
uheii they wish, and a residential hotel {the Air Port 
Hotel) adjoins the flying ground, so that pupils can, if 
diev so desire, Vive next to the actual schotiL Trial 
T'Suns will be given at a cost of £ 1 . 

French Aircraft and Germany 

Ike tierman Ambassador in Paris made strong repre- 
-uttHtioiis about French aircraft dying over Gennari terri- 
tory. The French Air Minister ordered strong disciplinary 
Lttton to be taken against some parties enneerned. In 
Hr case, liiwever. French aircraft returning from ihe 
Mickholm exhibition ran into Ixid weather, and approached 
■ Ilf Frisian Islands in order to get help if necessary. When 
the\ had received their liearings, they turned away from 
die shore. 

Sikorsky Develaptnents 

Thf Sikorsky Aviation Corporation, on May 17, de- 
yvmd tFie lirsl cjf three model S-41 amphibians lo the 
J mt eel States Naval Air Shitioo, Anacostia, D.C. This 
;Tnii' is the tirst of three deli venal for manufacturers* 
‘iHiionstration and submission to the trial hoard of the 
himau of Aeronautics. Navy Depart men 1. The S-41 is 


powered with two 525-h.p. Hornet engines, has a gross 
load of 13,300 lb,, a lop s}>eed of 131 m.pTi., and a passen- 
ger capacity of Ih persons, d'he Navy will use ihesi' ships 
lor transport service. Captain Boris Sergievsk> , dnef test 
pilot for the Sikorsky Aviation Ccjr[>oration. recently re- 
turned by boat and rail from Chile after flying a Sikorsky 
S-41 to Santiago. Ttiis trip of fi,30h miles was covered in 
62 hours and 45 minutes' flying time. The return trip 
by b(jat and rail requiretl 19 days! The longest over 
water jump he made on the flight do\vn was over 700 
miles. This was from Havana, Cuba, to Tela. Honduras, 
^^'hen he was over the Caribbean Sea for 7 hours without 
seeing land. The longest jump made in one day ^vas 

1,140 miles. The highest altitude over the Andes was 
16,000 feet. The highest speed was 132.5 m,p,h. Tiie 

longest non-stop hop on this trip was from St, Elena, 
Ecuador, to Lima, FerU; of 950 miles in 8 hours and 51 
miniite.s, with a gross load of 13,1 <10 lb., thus making a 
record for this distance with such a load. 

Andover A r Di i lay 

A rLYJNc: flisplay is to be given at Andover aerodrome 
on June 19, 1931, No aircraft, other than those taking 

part in the disyday, are to land at Andover on that day 

except in case of emergency. 

A New Comper Director 

\A'e uTider.stand that Mr, Francis Francis — private 
oT-vner of a Puss Moth and a " Cutty Sark *’ — has 
joined the Board of the Comper Aircraft Co.* Ltd., as a 
i.hrector. 

The International Commission for Air Navigation 

The l.C.A.N. concluded its IStli session at St, James's 
Palace on June 5. The Prime Minister addressed thi‘ 
session in the morning, and said that he regarded air 
travel as t>nc of the greatest boons which science had con- 
ferred on mankind, Iidernational fruiitiers could not he 
xten from the air, and lost their meaning when one could 
3y over several countries in a, day. It was the bisk of the 
Commission, he said, to help on the new view, and there 
was no task of greater importance. He apf>ealed to the 
Stales which had not yet signed or ratified the protocol of 
June, 1929, to dtj so. 



ANOTHER ECHO : Major Sydney Cotton's Bellanca Monoplane^ in which he set off to the rescue 
of Mr, CourtauFd. Upon reaching Iceland Major Cotton learned that the rescue had been effected, and 

then returned home. (Flight Photo.) 
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AERIAL TRAFFIC AT ST. HUBERT AIRPORT. MONTREAL 


I NXERNATIONAT. air traffic tlirough tht; St. Hubert 
airport at Montreal showed a substantial gain during 
the twelve months ended March 31. following steady 
progress since the openiiig of the port tliree years 
ago. During the period under review 759 aeroplanes and 
one airship arrived from abroad, and 723 aeroplanes and 
one airship departed, the corres|M)iK]ing totals for the pre- 
vious year being aeroplanes arri^dug and 511 depart- 
ing. In 1928-29 the corTespondiiig figures werv 172 and 
174. A slight decrease was registered last year in the 

number of passengers arriving from abroad, but there wub 
a large advance in die numljer departing. The arrivals in 
1930-31 were 668 ; in 1929-30 they were 698, and in 

1928-29 115, departures during tln‘ same years beijjg 

1,077, 753. and 135. A total of 1,790 pieces of baggage 
w'as carried by the 1,746 passengers last year. 

A total of 144,615 lb. of air mail was carried through the 
port of Si. Huln'rt last year ; incoming mail totalled 

123,713 lb , and outgoing mail 20,902 lb. The December 
mail service was particularly active, 12.6 lb. tKniig re 
ceived and 1,838 lb. sent out. Only 35 pieces of express 
matter were, how^ever. sent out during iht' year, as com- 
j*ared with 2,038 pieces received from abroad. 


An air service is maintained on six days of the week 
from St. Hubert to All>any, as well as to Toroutu 

Hamilton, London* Windsor* and Detroit. This latter ser- 
vice has recetitlv^ been extended to Chicago, St. Paul 
Winnipeg. Ke^na. Moose Jaw, Medicme Hat, T-ethbridgi^ 
Calgary, and Edmonton, and a summer service to Kimouski 
connects with the inwar<l and outward-bound mai] 
steamers* 

St. Hu lien airport is situated about seven miles east of 
Montreal* arid covers an area of approximately 650 acn-^ 
Work on Uie airport was begun in August. 1927. and a 
steel mooring lower for dirigibles, imported from England, 
was erected in 1928. It may lie recalled that the airship 
ICHm arrived at St. Hubert bn August 1. 19, SO, after com 
plcting the Atlantic crossing, and used St, Hubert as a 
base for a trip farther inland* The airport is equipped 
with maca<lamised runways, spaoious hangars, and all tlje 
latest aids to aerial navigation, and land has been reKerved 
for the erection of an hotel should future conditions war 
rani . 

Ihe Montreal Light .\tropIane Club niake.s St 
Hubert its headquarters and contributes to the general 
activity of the port. 


A New Canadian Air Transpon Company 

A NEW air transportation company has bet^n fonned 
at Edmonton, Alberta, for the conveyance of prospectorR 
and supphet to the recently diBCOvtTi'd mineralised areas 
in the neighbourhood of Great IJear Lake and Cotipermiiie 
River, The headquarters of the company wtll at 
Edmonton, and a flying liase will l>e maintained at Water- 
ways, Six machbies are reported to have ht^en acquired 
by the organisation, wdiich is known as bpence-McDuiuiugh 
Air Transport, LtcL Mr. V\ . A, Science, a xvell-kuown 
Canadian uinnan, is Vice-iTesident of the comjiany. and 
Captain W, J. McDonough is Managing Director, the Pn - 
sident tw*ing Mr. Fred j. Bailes, of Toronto. All these 
officers special knowledge of air transport und the 

supplying of held parties ofierating in the far nortli. 


during their journey home. They %vere not flying a 
machine such as Capl. Hawks geLs round in, but jusi an 
ordinary Muth with a Gipsy engine. 

Trips by Air 

A NOTABLE rxaniple ol tile value of the light aeroplaiit 
for business purposes is shown L^y a recent flight from 
1^)11 don to Aberdeen. Mr. H. Stuart Tegner, Scottish 
Sales Manager of tile Anglo-American Oil Company, accom 
plished the journey of over 599 miles in 4 hr. 66 min., 
and, in spite of adverse weather Cfindilions, arrived within 
hve minutes of scheduled time. The express train joiiniev 
(xx’upies 12 huurjs. " Miss Ethyl/' the Westland Wiilgwn 
machine in which Mr. Tegner made his flight, is in eveiy' 
day use in the Commercial Service of the Com(iany* 



French Air Liner Wrecked 

Thk Air Union aimounces tlmt a French mail pJaue 
from Indo tdiina 1o France, which left Saigon on June 6, 
fell into the river at Sandoway. 159 miles south of Akyaii 
on June 7, The three occupants were killed, but the 
mailx are intact. 

Postal Rapidity ! 

An interesting example of the rajudity with which our 
mails work nowada^-'S, when compared with the sjieed tluU 
rijmmon or garden aircraft enn tmveh oernrTed iit He^on 
recently. On Monday, June 1, a ]){?slcarcl was received 
from Mr. and Mrs, rhahners which had been deRpatchfxl 
from Baghdad on May 17. Mr. ancl Mrs. Chalmers them- 
selves. ho\vever, arrived at Heston on the Saturday pre- 
vious, having in the meantime visited Basra, returned to 
Baghdad, spent two days in Constantinople, and were 
delayed a fnrthor twrn days owing to weather in Bulgaria* 


WIRELESS EQUIPMENT OF “KENT” FLYING BOATS: In our issue for May 15 wc described the Marc*:^^ 
Wirelesa Equipment initaUed in the Short Kent flyitig boats used on Imperial Airways. We are now able 
two illustrations showing one of the flying boats with the masts and aerials which enable the pilot to 

when on the water, and also showing the receiving and transmitting equipment mat ailed in the bu 
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MOUNT BATTEN 

Nos. 204 and 209 
(Flying Boat) Squadrons 

By 

MAJOR F. A. de V. ROBERTSON, V.D. 


HE old ' South amp to ns ' never let us 

dowiT bless their hearts!*' say the othcers of 
No. 204 (Flying Boat) Squadron. This 
squad ff>n uses ** Southampton ** boats with 
Napier Lion " engines, and il loves them. No. 209 
(P.H.) Squadron, the other unit at Mount Batten, is 
equipped with the meta.1 " Iris/' and it is the fashion for 
the men of No. 204 to allude to the Iris as a pan- 
tedmicon/* But No. 209 does not seem to mind. The 
^eat Iris, with its deep V-Ijottomed hull, is held by many 
to be the most seaworiliy of flying boats, and it can come 
do\Mi safely in a veiy^ heavy sea. Perhaps tliat same acute 
V may make the Iris a bit loath to come unstuck, but, 
after ill. that is the lesser of two evils. This is a subject 
uUicIi has been much disf ussed, \mi Fejght ha.s always 
preached that a flying boat must be primarily a seaworthy 
emit. It was. \vc believe, the Supermarine firm which 
first adopted the maxim Not an aeroplane which floats, 
but a boat which flies." It is a maxim which is more and 
more coming tc» be recognised as sound. No startling per- 
lormance in the air is worth while if there is a risk of 
losing your boat when she alights. One of the great 
advantages of a seaplane is that on ncrmal flights there is 
always an aerodrome below her. She is not alvrays on the 
look-out, as the pilot of a land plane must be, for a field 
suitable for a forced landing, WTien the seaplane is out at 
sea, beyond the range of harbours and cre^eks, one piece 
nf water ia as good as another from the alighting point of 
%tew. But the sea may be rough—it often is — and the 
beat must be able to get down safely and live in the 


waves, or else she is in worst* case than a land plane flying 
over mountains. Therefore, to <mr way of thinking, sea- 
worthiness is a consideration which is second in import- 
ance to none. 

Sometimes there is talk of eliminating forced landings 
by providing reserve engine power* That is a plan which 
should be regarded as a sine qita non for all commercial 
aircraft, seaplanes and land planes alike. It is not so easy 
to apply it to service aircrall. If they are to do their 
]iroper work, loads must needs be heavy* Those who 
think ill terms of Koyal Air Force flying boats must, more 
than others, think Imperially, One great function of the 
flying boat must be to link up the various parts of the 
British Empire* To do this, il ought not to be necessary 
to rely on the goodwill and help of any foreign nalinu. 
however friendly. If frdlMWS frtim ibis tbai our ideal must 
be a ^ l>oat which can fly non-stop from England to 
Cnbraltar and from (Gibraltar to Malta. ITu* Iris can very 
nearly do it. Perhaps, in favourable weather, she might 
he able to do it. But it would be a freak flight, a mere 
" stuntj," with a heaw over- load of petrol* and probably 
after discarding a good deal of equipment which a service 
flying boat ought to have on board. Stunt " flights are 
of no practical use. The flying boats of the Royal Air 
Force are only of real service to the Empire if they can 
be counted on to make tfie non-stop flight to Gibraltar iu 
any weather which is not abnormal. There can be no 
question, in boats of the present-day class, of a reserve ol 
power, except wliat is necessarily provided hy the extra 
effort needed in tlie take-off. Further power becomes 




No. 204 (Fiying Boat) Squadron. (Flight Photos.) 
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The Pilots of No. 204 {Flying Boat) Squadron. Names from left to right: — Flight-Lt. 
W. H. Jintnan, M.B.E. ; Flight-Lt. E. S. Moulton-Barrett ; F./O. D, F. Satchwell | 
Sqdn.-Ld. K. B. Lloyd, A,F,C. ; FlighuLt. R. H. Carter ; Sergt. D. Williams ;» 
Sergt. J. H. Osborne; F./O* F. R. Worthington. (Flight 


ukible when the petrol load has 
li materially reduced by hours 
living. But in the last resort, 

1 - boat musL rely for her safety. 

It on her capacity to remain in 
In air, but OH her ability to 
ilighi ill a normally heavy sea 
,i[td to remain afloat in it, 

i-LiGHT has always clamouncL 
in season and out of season 
^rmlly there is uc out ot 
season '' in this coiinection) , for 
continued and progressive de- 
velopment of the large flying 
boat. It seems to us the obvious 
policy for such a Power as tht‘ 
itritish Empire to pursue. The 
problems of the seaplane are quite 
diifcTent from those of the laud^ 
plane, and the former set of 
proijiems have a fascination all 
their own. That being so, it was 
a great privilege and a great 
pleasure to receive permls,sion 
from the Air Ministry^ to visit 
Mount Batten and to leam some- 
thing at first hand of the working 
of large service flying boats. 

Mount Batten is particularly interesting because Uiere are 
two squadrons there using two different types of boat, the 
Southampton and the Iris, and hy means of companions 
which are anything but odious the senior oflicers are able 
to study the advantages of each type and to estimate the 
requirements nf the future. To add a personal touch, 

nothing could he more pleasant than to be the guests of 
Wing Commander Sydney Smith. OJI.E,, O.C. Station 
IT.Q., and of Wing Comniander E. J. P. Burling, D^S.O., 
D.F.C., A.F , O.C, No. 209 (F-B.) Squadron, and 
Squadron-Leader K. B. Lloyd, A.F.C., O.C. No, 204 
fF.B,) Squadron, The Offleers' Mess not of the latef^t 
Air i\Iiriistry sealed pattern. It smacks rather of war-time 
nrchilecture. But it ^^ ollld be hard to find a mess where 
guests are received with more whole-hearted hospitality. 
As the opening sentences of this article indicate, the 
oflicers are all enthusiasts on their particular branch of 
tiying. They admit that it has its drawbacks, compared 
with some oflier classes of flying. A landplane can be 
run out of its shed, her engine or engines started, and ofl 
she goes. A flying boat has to be hauled by a tractor oul 
of its shed and carefully lowered down the slipway. It is 
when she is afloat that she requires more care than i,s 
asked for by any other form of aeroplane. When a land- 
plane Ls on an aerodromt- all it? troubles are over for the 


lime being. But the molar boats have to get alongside 
the flying boat wdUioul doing her any damage and put I he 
crew and stores on board. SJie if refueUed afloat from a 
special refuelling lighter. And here it may be remarked 
that the wliole efflciency of a flying boat station depends 
iqion its marine section. The marine swtion ai Mount 
Batten is exceptionally smart, and their waternumship is 
veiy^ high class. No damage to a flying boat has ever 
resulted fmm mishandling of the surface craft. When the 
flying boat conimences to run for a lake-ofl, Ihere are 
other troubles, e.g., tide as well as wdnd. It has been Sciid 
that the acme of perfection in a boat pilot is to take his 
crew oil dry. But sometimes even the best cannot avoid 
shipping a sea. Jn c<.>ld weather the l>oat is a cold jilace 
w'hen it is in the air. !t gets no warmth from the engines, 
and it is draught^^ itsc-lf. If the crew start ’wet, tliey have 
a very unpleasant time. The pilots admit all this, and 
yet they love boat work. On the other hand, in fine 
weather there is notliing in the world so delightful as 
flying over a sunlit sea. and especially along a picturesque 
coast like that of Devon. There is, too. a satisfaction in 
navigating over the sea which is unknowui to Live land* 
plane pilot. And. while every pilot loves a good aerf} 
plane, we know that ever>^ sailor loves his ship. So a double 
bond of affection links the boat pilot to his flying boat. 



Officer* and Airtnen of No, 204 (Flying Boat) Squadron. (Flight Photo.) 
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Mount Batten (n6e Catte- 
water) hatl a long grass widow 
nxifttcnce in charge ol a care and 
maintenance party. In Febni- 
ary, 1929; the present C.O., 
Wing Cominander Sydney Smi til, 
look command there and formed 
No. 2iU Squadron with South- 
umptons. Sqdn.-Ldr. Lloyd, 
who had not previously been a 
bo'it pilot, ttjok c.ommaTKl of it 
in the following September. In 
cidentallyi from the associations 
ui his name, erne would have 
fell sure that the Station C.O. 
must have originally i>een in the 
Navy ; but he was not. He 
Ijegan life as a gunner. The Iris 
squadron. No. 299, began In 
form on January 15. 1930. 

Wing Commander Burling only 
look command of it in May this 
year, coming from a course at 
the Senior OlTicers^ (Army] 
School at Sheerness. The three 


Wing > Commander Sydney W* 
Smiths Commanding 

Station H.Q-, Mount 

(Flight 
Photo.) 


Above, and to the right, are three pictures of 
** Southamptons ” of No, 204 (Flying Boat) Squadron 
taking off in Plymouth Sound, The breakwater can 
be seen ahead, (Flight Photos.) 

decorations implied by the initials after his name tell 
of gallant and good work in the Navy and the Royal 
.Air Force. But the Air Force List does not mention 
a certain plain dark blue ribbon v/hich he wears on his 
right breast. It may be added that he certainly can 
put an Iris down slowly and gently on the water 
Crede ex per to. 

Training and Operations 

Officers go through a course in boat w'ork at Calshot 
before they are appointed to a F.B. squadron. The 
year's traimng of a squadron is divided into two 
parts. From October to April the training is indi- 
vidua 1. The new pilots have to get used to applying 
the knowdedge which they acquired at the school. All 
the personnel have to be trained in their various 
duties. There is practice in navigation, in handling 
a boaKwhen the wind blows across the tide, in 
nery. and In all the multitudinous functions which 
must be carried out by the creiv of a boat. By the 
end of April each boat is ready to play its part in 
combined work. 

From May to September is the period of squadron 
training. The squadron goes on cruises . The ejECicis^ 
iiig area for Mount Batten iSi roughly, the Irish Sea. 
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Th- V rine Section at Mount Batten, in 
* motor dinghy- The large craft is 
a pinnace* Behind that is a 

BrtEf-ks Stand-by,’* to attend at taking-o£f 
jafidmff* Furthest away is a twin*3crew 
refueller* (Flight Phfda.) 


It ■. TtHtls all up the west coast oJ Cireat 
Rrsum to Storncnvay and across to the 
Iri^h cuaK^l. Thcrt; are permatient moor- 
ings at Stranraer, which is used as an 
luivaactd base for the tw(3 squadrons. 

Of lea the squadrons join in cniiars and 
rxcTCiscts with the Fleet. This sprinf? No. 
209 was ordered to join in the exercises of 
the Mediterranean Fleet, hut the start 
was delayed by im|H.>ssible hying weatlit^r 
down the west coast of France, and ulti 
mat el y the orders were cancelled. Instead, 
the squadron made a cruise to Egypt, of 
which more anon. When w'orking with 
tim Fleet, the functions of a flying boat 
are dehuitely offensive. Ti Ls for lighter 




aircraft to reconnoitre and report. The flying boat goes 
out to attack submarines or any other hostile craft which 
Jihe may find. The boats are ]j repared to fly over laud 
rthey have crossed France from the Bay of Biscay to the 
Med i terra neau) and attack objectives on land. Night raids 
over laud as well as over the sea are also a possibflity. 

Fighter versus Boat 

This year a very' interesting programme has been carried 
out. No. 1 (^Fighter) Squadron from Tangmere has been 
temporarily a£&Jiated to Mount Batten. The Siskins " 
arrived on Monday, May 18, at Roborough aerodrome, 
which is the municipal aerodrome of Pljunouth, a iew 
miles north of the town. This is the first occasion on 
which a fighter squadron has been affiliated to fiyiug boat 
squadrons for tactical exercises. The fighters were to try 
various ways of attacking single boats and fonnations of 
boats. It would appeajr that the tactics for the boats 
v ould be to come down low over the water, and so cramp 


the mauceuvring space of the fighters. Boats cannot have 
a gun port through the bottom of the hull. Low flying 
does not involve such risk for a boat as it doe^ for a 
landplane bomber. The results of the exercises should 
provide the Air Staff wdth much valuable information. 

Seamanship 

Mention has been made of the very efficient marine 
section at Mount Batten. All the men on the motor boats 
are trained in the Royal Air Force, but the C.O. proudly 
boasts that they can hold their own in watermanship with 
the Royal Navy. All the airmen, however, are trained in 
seamanship. Of course, all of them must pass swimming 
tests. All are practised in rowing boats, and they are 
encouraged to taVe an interest in sailing. The three units 
at the station, the H.Q, and the two si^uadrons, have each 
a sailing whaler, and inter- unit sailing races are held 
during the summer. Lady Astor has presented a handsome 
sailing cup to be competed for by these units. In fact, 
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all ofEcers and airmen arc en- 
couraged to know as much as 
possible about the sea. They 
cannot know too much. At 
the end of Ihr aummrr 
Mount Batten holds a big 
regatta. 

Another very useful unit 
of the station is the Co-opera- 
tion Flight, which uses the 
Fairey III F seaplane. This 
flight works a good deal with 
the Schoed of Gunnery at 
Devonport. The Fairey car- 
ries tar get-tti wing gear, and 
tows a target on a 2,000-ft, 
cable for the ground gunners 
(and also the flying boats) to 
fire at* 

Flying Boat Work 

Flying boats may still be 
regarded as at the beginning 
of their career. They are 
destined to grorv larger. 
Their fjowen? o£ action will 
increase, and as they incr<5afse 



The Officers of No, 209 (Flying Boat) Squadron. Names 
left to right : — F*/0. G. I. L. Saye ; Sqdn.-Ldr- J* H. O. 
Jonej ; Wing-Comndt, E. J- R* Biirlitigt D.S.C., D.F.C.j 
A,F,Cp ! Flight-Lt. Li Gi Maxton, A.F.C. ; F. O- C. Ryley* 

(FliciHi Photo.} 


evolved an apparatus a i; 
is dropped in such a 
to straddle the wreck, ,nd ?! 
»nc end of the li;,,. ^ 

tttlacLcd a canister cc-tain 
ing either food or life 
or whatever may be ti. 'iufilti 
most useful to the pet- ;e" 

the wreck. 

VV^hen the submarine H 4^ 
was rammed and sunk qr 
P embroke in June, 192S^ Ih^. 
flying boats of Mount Eatu-ti 
were asked to help the sal 
vage craft by delimiting the 
oil patch over the sunken 
submarine. This a flvmt 
boat was able to do, and^ the 
limits of the patch were 
marked with buoys by the 
salvage craft. On another 
t^ccasion a flying boat spotted 
and reported a ship on fire, 

Cruises by No, 209 (F.BJ 
Squadron 

The cruise of one of tht- 


sti will new problems have to 

be solved. Mount Batten is grap|>ling wdth some of these 
problems already. For instance, the question has arisen of 
how' beat to swing tlie compass on a flying boat. A large 
land plane can taxi across an aerodrome to the compass 
swinging base. A flying boat on land is not so mobile, 
'There are obvious difficulties about swinging on tlie water ; 
so Mount Ratten is ex i>eri meriting with swinging the com- 
pass in the air. 

Other Government Departments besides the Air Ministry 
and the Admiralty' are anxious to make use of the ever- 


Iris boats to Iceland last 
summer to take part in the Iceland celebrations was a 
notable feat, which was lully reporied at the time. 
No mure striking way could have been devised of showiiif? 
British interest in the occaMon, and the islanders wen- 
much interested and impressed by the perfonnajicc of tlie 
Iris. Unfortunately, Wing Commander Sydney Smith, 
who set out on the flighty was taken ill with appendicitis 
at Stornoway » and had to go to hospital lor an operation 
Our photograph shows ilial he now looks in as good health 
as ever. 


growing powers of the flying boat. The Ministry of 
.Agriculture and Fisheries oiilLsts tfieir help in preventing 
fjc'aching, mainly by foreign fishing boats, inside the three- 
mile limit. The Ministry has a patrol cruiser w'hich can 
deal with poachers when they are found , but flying boats 
are often able to spt?t poachers which would easily be able 
to escape the notice of a surface ship. One instance is on 
record of a flying boat escorting a poaching vessel into a 
British port ; but usually a rept^rt is sent to the piatrol 
cruiser. Flying boats have also carried out fisheij patrols 
in Canada, especially from the Vancouver statioii. Even 
more effective than an occasional capture is the deter- 
rent effect upon would-be poachers of knowing that at 
any moment they may be seen from afar by a flying boat 
which can send off a rejion by \sdreless and bring the 
cruiser to the spot. 

The Board 01 Trade has also made inquiries as to ht>w^ 
far flying boat^ can give assistance to wrecked ships. 
Mount Batten set to work, and after many ex|>eriments 


.Another cruise by an Iris was to Gibraltar in Augusi 
last year. The boat sent was under the command of 
FI. -Lieut. L. G. Max ton, A.F.C*, than whom there b 
no finer boat pilot in the service. On the way south, the 
Iris called at Lisbon and was given a great reception then* 
by England's oldest Ally, There was some thought til 
attempting a non-stop flight from Gibraltar to Plymoutls 
on the return journey, hut the idea was abandoned. Sudi 
a flight would mean taking off with 1.500 gallons of petrol 
oil board. In very favourable circumstances the non-stop 
flight might have been successially accomplidied. But ii 
would have been hi the nature of a “ stunt flight with 
that heavy over load, and *' stunt flights teach no useful 
lessons, while they will probably create a false impression 
on the public. To be able to fly regularly and as a matter 
of course to Gibraltar in any reasonable weather, withoul 
having to alight or refuel in any foreign water, is the 
ambition of the flying boat branch of the serv-ice. It 
asking a good deal of designers, hut no doubt the demand 



Officer! and Airmen nf No, 209 (Flying Boat) Squadron, (Flight Pkato.) 
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Condors”) of No, 209 (Flying Boat) Squadron cruising off the Devon coasu (Flight /^Aofo.) 
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An *‘Irjs” of No* 209 (FJyitig Boat) Squadron. (Fi-lGHT Photo.) 


will bf* satiatied. For yi^a.rs wtf have been saying that 
living boats mn?^t iiicrt:astj in siza and range. Now 
this definite gv»al has hef'n set. It is a reasonable goal, arii] 
until it has been reached the flying boat ic not playing its 
proper pari in linking up the British Kinjare, 

The cruise Ui Egypt this spring was a unique event, 
ami in various ways was unpn^Ci^ilentrd. It was the first 
time that a Chief ot the Air Staff flew to an overseas cotti- 
mand for the express purpose of inspecUng the R.A*F, 
units. It must have been a record quick tour, and it 
included a non-stop flight from Berre (Marseilles) to Malta, 
f^tcr on one Iris mide a landing on Lake Timsah on the 
Suez canal, and this was the first occasion that this lake 
had ever been used by a large flying boat, 

The cruist^ started on March 24, when the two Iris boats 
left Mount Batten. Wing Commander Sydney Smith, in 
command of tlie flight, flew on S,1263. with FI. -Lieut, 
Maxtor! as captain of the boat. Squadron Leader J, H. O. 
Jones, who was at that time acting in command of the 
squadron, took charge of boat S, 1264. Theie were seven 
men in all on each boat. Among them was Flying Officer 
CL Hyley, wrho had actually gone down under water in the 
disastrous crash of the third Iris belonging to the squadron, 
Hyley w^as in the forward gun cockpit in the nose of the 
machine, and his hand got caught m the gun ring. He 
wT'enched it free under water, anil llis life-saving jacket 
brought him up to the surface. One would have imagined 
that roost men would have been a bit nerve- wracked after 
such an experience as that, but Ryley's nerves were quite 
unshaken. Had he not been quite fit. he would certainly 
not have been selected for this Mediterranean cruise. 

The alLup weight of each boat when it took off w'as 
computed to be about 31.000 lbs. The flight to Hourtin 
Lake, near Bordeaux* was 393 sea miles, and was made in 
seven flying hours. The crews of tlw* British squadron 
were moat hospitably entertained by the olficers and men 
of the French seaplane statio!i. The massive, long-i’ange 
Iris boats aroused great admiration in the French officers. 
They themselves work mainly from inland waters, and for 
such w^ork they said that their lighter boats were suffici- 
ently good. Great Britain, they concluded, wa^ forced by 
her geographical pos^ition to develop the large, powerful, 
flying boat. Next day* the 24th, the squadron flew on to 
Etang de Berre, an ihland lake near M^irseilles, They 
cross^ France to the north of the Pyrenees, following the 
line of the River Garonne. They calculated that in case of 


need they could have made 
landing on the river up ^ r 5 
Toulouse. After that they h-'^ 
truet to tlfeir eutrlnes, 'anj sii 
wt^ru wrfl At Berre Uifey 
very kmdly recuivfccl by Capt. d, 
t,orvettc Jean Amaurich. -onj 
niandmg the station, antl^ hjs 
oiiicers. The French bauicuitv 
U'iim is Uaiuing on Bme Lake 
The two Calcutta flying 
bought by tlu; Freiicli ^Navy Irnin 
bhort Br Olivers. LltL, arV sia 
tioned at Berre, and the French 
pilots are loud in their praii^L oj 
them. 

Next morning, March 31, iht 
Chiei of tile Au‘ Staff, Air Chit-l 
Marshal Sir John Sabmmei. arrivifd 
very early by train at MarseiUes. 
and irt once went aboard an IrL. 
ihe squadron took off at 7,55 a m, 
fmm Berre Lake, and after 7 lini, 
45 mins, flyine arrived at Cala^ 
inma stettion in Malta, This flight 
covered 642 sea miles, and, had 
contrary winds been encountered, 
the tuel would ]iot have held out. 
ii was, in fact, reckoned too long 
a stage lor preseiil-day flying 
boats : and, as the wind on liie 
return journey was likely to he 
against them, it was decided lo 
come back by shorter stages via 
Greece and Italy, On Apnl ] ihe 
sqnadroE flew lo Solium, 605 sea 
miles. They took off at 6,25 a m. 
and landed at LIO p.m.. a flight 
of 6 hrs. 45 mins. While they 
were in the air Sir John Salmoiid 
was inlornied by wireless oi 
the collision betw-een H.M.S. 

** Glorious" and a French Utver. Also, an oil leak developt"d 
in the starboard engine of S. 1263. It proved afterwards 
to be due to a cracked crankcase. However, tlu- 
engine kept ruxinilig without undue protest, and Solium 
was safely reached. There !5ir John i^inoiid went ashore 
and proceeded by laudplatie to inspect the stations in the 
Middle East Command. 

On April 3 tlie squadron flew on to Abriukir, Two eii 
ginca had pn vifmsl v been sent on ahe.ad to Csibraltar as 
spares for tlic cruise with the Medilerranean Fleet. wLidi 
had been cancelled. These had been urgently sent for, but 
no trace of them could be found when the squadron 
arrived at Aboukir. The R.A.F. workshops tliere 
attempted to repair the damagcxl engine by riveting plate.s 
on to the crankcase, but oil continued to escape. Thf 
boat had to w^ait at Aboukir until a spare engine arrived 
and was installed. 

While tlie boats remained at Aboukir, Wing Commander 
S. Smith w'as summoned to Cairo to confer with the Chiei 
of the Air Staff. He flew' there in a Fairey III F and 
returned next day to Aboukir in a Victoria,'' The sanir 
Victoria was used to take the officers of the squadron up 
to C^iro for a day. 

On April 9 the Wing Commander tt>ok the otlier Ins 
S.1264, from Aboukir to Lake Timsah, on the Suez Caual 
The air was a bit thin over the lake, but a safe landing 
was made, and on a test flight the Iris took off with 
600 gallons in her tanks after a run of 40 seconds. Sir 
John Salmond arrived and went on board that afternoou, 
and the next morning he flew- off for Crete, The Wing 
Commander returned to Alioukir and rejoined the othe^i 
Iris, which had now got its new engine installed. Oii 
April n S,1263 set off in pursuit of her consort, and 
reached Mirabella Bay, Oete. but had to stay the nigiu 
there. Next day. the Wing Commander's boat reache<] 
Athens, flying through very" rough weather, and found th+ 
other Iris still at her moorings. Sir John Salmond. how 
ever, got a%vay. and the refuelling of the other boat took sc 
long that' she could not leave that night. Next day tire 
Wing Command er's followed, crossing Italy from 

the Gulf of Taranto. There were high mountains on 
each side, and the bed of the river below was almost dr>v, 
so the Iris climbed to 4.000 feet. She safely reach^ 
Naples at 12,15 p,m. The Greek and Italian officers 
showed the warmest hospitality to their British guests. On 
the 14th the boat reached Berre again, landing io & 
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r,ii, and moort'd beside her constirt which had already 
1 ,, d the Chief of the Air StaE, Sir John Satoond, who 
iriied to London by train. The boats were overhauled 
n Rem\ staying there till the 18th, when they liew to 
} >urnn. They hoped to get home od the 19th, but when 
tV uig up the coast of France they received a gale warning. 

Wing ('ommander decid€^ that the best thing to do 
V Li" to land in the T.oire at St. Nazaire. There the other 
b n'lt, had engine tn>uble, and had to be left 

rnhind until tw'o engines had been changed, S.1268 
r limed on April 22 In Mount Batten, after having flown 
a 111 Hit sea miles cjii this cruise. The other Iris 

ret u met! later. 

<$> <s> 

THE R.A.F 

UiMT details have now’ beeti made public of the 
features of the Koval Air Force Disjilay which will 
he held at Hendon on Saturday, June 27. There 
are several features of unusual interest. Prominenl 
among them will be the catapulting of a " Virginia '' 
flight bomber, weighing over eight tons, into the air after 
a run of only 190 by means o1 compressed-air eiigiiies 
whidi develoj) 4,000 horse power for a space of three 
seconds. This is an amazing sight, and would be enough 
by itself to justify a pilgrimage from any part of the 
comdn^ to Hendon aerodrome. Another novelty in this 
countr^^ is a demonstratioTi of refuelling one machine from 
aiiotlur in the air. This operation has oittm been carried 
nut in i\ni erica, and scune time agc> the Air Ministry' had 
srjme exj^eriments mude : but as at the time there seemed 
HO ixirticiilar need for re fuelling in the air, the matter was 
dropped. The dcveloprnt nt of t?ie large fl>dng boat ha.s 
brougbi ii uj' again, tfeavily loaded floats do not easily 
" come unstuck/" and there w’ould br» a distinct advantage 
in getting a boat into the air before filling up its petrol 
tanks. At the Display, tlu- experimeut wdll be carried 
nut with two land planes, and tht* tanker machine will be 
automatically kept rm a straight course by means of gyro- 


This article would not in- complete without a brief 
allusion to how' an Iris in flight impresses a passenger. 
The inside of the boat is most n.' markable. It is fitted up 
with eveiyThing necessaiy to make her sdf -contained, 
anchor, collapsible boat, foghorn, sleeping bunks, cooking 
stove, decanter locker, and, in fact, every^thing one would 
look for in a w^Hl -found yacht. In the air the Iris is 
Steady, roomy and coratortable. Fhhng along the 
picturesque Devon coast is a most delightful experience, 
and one gets an excellent view from a seat between the 
two pilots. VVing Commander Burling hnLshed a most 
enjoyable little flight by putting his boat down gently in 
The ?k>iind at n spee<l of no more than 41 knots. 

❖ <$> 

DISPLAY 

scopic control. The pipe by which the petrol is fed from 
fi!ie tank to the other is provided with an automatic cock, 
which closes in the event of contact betweei^ the tw'o 
machines being accidentally broken, thus preventing waste 
of pe-trol and danger of fire. 

Scarcely, if at all, less interesting to the student of air 
tactics will be the appearance of a whole w'ing of fighter 
machines {Nos. 3. 17 and 54 F.S,) all flying the " Bulb 
(jog aeropla nr. Thi.s fighter Wing will carrj'’ out com- 
hined mannemT'es with a bomber \^Tng composed of three 
Auxiliary Air Force squadrons ithe City of London, the 
CVninty of Lfmdtm, and the Couiuy of Middlesex) all 
mounted in Wapitis," Hendon has never before wit- 
nessed a whole .A..A.F, Whng in the air before. 

Then a llighi of No. 43 (Fighter) Squadron will show off 
tbu paces of the new interceptor fighter, fht' " Fun-,'' 
One feels almost inclined to write that when ymi have 
seen the " Fury* " you dv nol. need to go to the Schneider, 
sr> great is tht^ impression of speed given by this grand 
aeroplane. And as for climb, it would probably make a 
good race with one of Mr. Brock's sky rockets. The usual 
events, crazy flying, parachute drops and aerobatics with 
coloured smoke, etc., will doubtless be as attractive as even 



❖ ❖ 





No* 500 (County of Kent) (Bomb«r) Squadron. 

The first “Virginia” of the’ new Cadre Squadron at Manston was cbristctied “Isle of Thonet^’ by the Mayors of 

Margate and Ramsgate on June 4» 
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BREDA DEVELOPMENTS 

Improved View Afforded by Inverted Engine 



BREDA DEVELOPMENTS : Our 
illustratiotis show two views of the 
new Breda 15 ” light ttionoplane^ 
fitted with a 110 h.p, Argtxs 
A.S.8’’ inverted engine. The 
installation of an inverted engine 
in this machine has been the 
means of consider ably improving 
the view forward from the cabin — 
as may be gathered from the top 
illustration^ showing an interior 
view from the tear seat* We under- 
stand that the inverted O.H- 
“ Gipsy ” and ** Cirrus Hermes ’’ 
engines will also be fitted in the 
“ 15-S machines. 


O UI< readers are already familiar with the Italian 
light plane prtKJuced by the Sociela Italiana 
Ernesto Breda * of Milan, for w e not oiii y 
described one of tliese machines in oar issue ol 
May 9. 1929, and sul>seqiiently, but the Breda 15 has also 
been seen at various aviation meetings in this country. 
As we have had occasion to remark previoosly, the c(in* 
structioii — as, iu fact, is the case with most Italian air- 
craft — of the Breda machines is particularly robust, and 
we Linderstand that ever>’ pari has Ijpcn tested under ilie 
same conditions which apply to SerAdee machines produced 
by this firm. 

The performance of the Breda iighl planes is alK<i excc}>- 
tionally good — it may be remembered that tile Breda 15-S 
won Uie second highest place in the International Chah 
lenge comjjetition last year, attaining 87 points when the 
highest iiumljer of jxnnls secured was 88. The same tivpe 
of machine, piloted by Col. SaccUi, won last year's Circuit 
of Italy, 

We think. Iherefore. the foliowing notes regarding recent 
developments annouoct^J by' the Bredn Company' may be 
of interest. In the Jirst place, a noteworthy modihciition 
in the Breda 15 has been inVToduceti hy^ the fitting of an 
inverted engine, w'hereby the view h^rward — wJiich U must 
he admitted was not, previously, particularly good- — has 
been consideralily improved. 

It may be noted here that the (‘iigiiie fitted in the 
machine illustr*ated is the ltd h.p. "Argus A.S. 8,'* but 


tlie inverted D.H. Gipsy " engine is also being fitted m 
other models, while the inverted " Cirrus Hermes " 
another make which will possiblv be installed. D H 
" Gipsy Til " engines are iiow' Ix-iiig fitted to the Breda 
15-S land planes. 

Some Breda 15-S type machinesr— fitted , we i»eliev( 
with Bristol engines— “have been entered for this year s 
Circuit of Italy Contest. ^Ve understand the Breda Com* 
pany are quite busj^ just now — 100 type 15 seaplanes are 
being produced for Italian Clubs, and 70 type 15-S land 
pluues (with 90-100 h.p. Fiat A. 50 engines) are als£) in 
hand. the cousiruction (under Uceuce) of the Breila hgii^ 
planes in this countn’' is also, we are informed, ^ecei^'ing 
consideration, and. in this respect, should any of our 
readers be interested in such an undertaking, \ve will tie 
pleased to put tliem in in touch with the Breda Company's 
rej>rescntative in this country. 

In coudushm, we give the principal characteristics of 
the " 15 " and " 15 S — 

Breda IS, — Span. 3f> ft. 6 in. Length, 22 ft. Height, 
K ft. 3 in. Wing area. 214.3 sq. ft. Weight, emptv^, 
920 lb. Total weight, 1,543.5 lb. Speed range, 34-112 
Climb to 2.280 ft.. 8 min. Service ceiling 

14,100 ft. 

Breda 15-5. — Span, 35 ft. 6 in. Length, 22 ft. Height. 
7 ft. Wing area, 193.8 sq. ft. Weight, empW. 1,036 Ib. 
T t >tal wei gh 1 , 1,742 lb. Speed ran ge . 34-130 m , p . h . Clim h 
lt> 16,400 ft*. 35 min. Service ceiling, 21,300 ft. 

Tlie Bretla C{>mpan\', it may 
t>e added in conclusion, also pro- 
duce chillier types of aircraft in 
addition to the above light 
planes, including various types 
nf Service land and sea planes. 
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flu4/tUe J' UfiMj CUjUt %iw^ 

THE "F.A.N." MEETING AT ORLY 


THE ORLY MEETING ; On the Jefr, some of the Heston Tourists being received by M, Jaques 
Breguet (hat in hand) ; on the tight. Miss Winifred Spooner in the “ Puss Moth who also paid 

a visit to Oriy, 


P HELIMINAKY to ihdr tliree days' Couveiilion, Lht- 
Assocmled A^ro Club? of France (known ilie 
Federatiiijy A^Tonautique NationaJr) in^dtrd tlit" 
members oi the various provincial clubs to fly to 
I\iris for the Convention and meet at the Orly .-Airport on 
Sunday morniiig, May 31 last. A demonstmtion of the 
latest models of the various tourist planes also took place 
at tlm airport that afternoon, A large n unifier of machines 
irom all parts of France responded, and some 56 machines 
^\tre grouped at the Orly Airport during the day. The 
Aero Clubs of AMchy, Tours, Bourges. Dieppe. Le Havre 
LLiid I'Aisne, amongst others, sent representatives . while a 
number of private owmers also arrived in their planes. 
The Aero Club of France acted as host and a ver\* pleasant 
limcheon waa served in one of the hangars, while a " rea 
nas held late in the afternoon after the various demon- 
M rations. 

M. Rudolph Horeau. President of the French Associated 
.\errs Clubs and a Vice-President of the Aero Club of 


Francf‘, presided ; he was assisted bv M, Edward Avenet, 
ns Commiasioner-General, and M. Henry^ Chollat, as Sec re- 
tan’ -General. oJ the Meeting* 'The Air Minister was repre- 
sented by Admiral Esteva, Chief of the Naval Air Sf*rvice, 
and M. Etienne Riche, the Assistant Air M mister* by 
M. August Renvoise, the Director of the Paris District 
Airpons. 

The members of the " Heston Air Park ALSsoemtion , * " 
who were returning to England after having accomplished 
their " Spring Cruise '* (w^hich w^as described in last week's 
issue of Flight), were also guests of their French Aero 
Club friends at this very pleasant reunion. 

Miss Winifred Spooner als^) stopptnl at Orly Sunday 
morning, on her way back to England from the Aviation 
Meeting at Zabreb, Vugo Slavia. She was piloting a 
' Puss Moss," Jia.ving left Marseilles earlier in the day, 
and had Mr. Lindsay Everard as a passenger. 

About 1L30 o'clock all the Club members of tjie meet- 
ing repaired to the monumerjt recently erected in the Orly 



NEW TYPES 'AT ORLY: The Couzinct 5-engincd postal plane (40 h.p. Salmson) Is seen on 
the left, and on the right is the Albert 2-seater low-wing monoplane, with 85 h.p.. Walter engine. 
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grounds by thi/ Union des J^ilotrrs Civils to civilian 
pilots who have lost their lives v\hde flying. A moment’s 
silence was then obseirved in memory oi the airmen Marcel 
Lalouette and Jean de PermangleK who were killed in the 
sad accklejit oil Barcelona, Spain, the day beiore. Alter 
having had a " glass of portn in one of tlie rooms of the 
Airport BnilUiug and hcamie a fevv farewell words from 
M. Soreau, who, amongst other things, congratulated the 
English ''aviatrkefi" an being such go<Kl pilots, the Heston 
Tourists, with the e inception of Mr. and Mrs. Vereker, who 
intended remaining a lew days in Paris, ' ' took oS for 

Touquet. where they wi-rt to lunch, and then hy over 
to England. They all declared themselves as delighted 
with the '* Cruise/' and left a most cordial invitation with 
LUeir Frcuch Aert.^ Club friends to make them a return 
visit to Hestmi on July 12 next. 

Mr. Fuller has already begnii to arrange the defaib of 
thb lour, and it is expected that quite a squadron of 
French Tourist planer w-ill By across tlie Chantiel that day. 

In tile " Presentation of New Models tliai followed in 
the afternoon, the Couziuet Co, exhibited their tri-motor, 
low wing, monoplane, which was piloted by Captain 
Carretier. He made a flight round the aeresdrome. the 
plane handling very easily, and had as his passengers 
MM. Renvoise, the Kegiorml Director of t)u* 1‘aris Airports, 
and Floreiitin. the Commandant of the Orly Aerodrome. 


This Couzinet plane is equipped with three Salmso' in i, 
motors, and is intended for light postal service, -^ri 
Albert, the constructor-pilot, exhibited his tw« 
open cockpit* low wing monoplane (85-h.p. Walter j 
he flew himself to good advaotage. Lucien 
piloted a new Caudron 272, a two-seater open 
biplane fitted with folding H'izigs, and which is 
with either a 95-h.x>- Eenauli or Salmson motor, ft ^ 
claimed to be lighter and faster than the well-kaou^* 
Caudron type 230 plane, and is vtty comfortable. 
Veremysae presemeef his diminutive two-seater Maubitiss ^ 
cabin inonoplaTie. %vith whidi he won tlie iandiiig 

take ofl " competitions in the Tour of France 
ing. The Morane-Sauhner, Bbriot .and Farman Companit 
also exhibited tlieir latest planes. 

1 he Mttiding closed with a tea '* given by the Atru 
Club de France in tlie Roland Garros hangar, where thr 
Club's tourist planes lire garaged. It was presided over 
by Mile. Susanue Deutsche de la Meurthe. who arrived in 
her new Nieuport four-seater cabin monoplaue, I care HI 
equipped with a 230-h.p. Lorraine engine and piloted by 
Ferdinand Lusne. 

There was a large attendance at the Meeting fmru ail 
over France, and every indication of a constant aiuj 
developing iiileresi in Touri-st Aviation. 

R. C. W. 


THE BROOKLANDS MEETING 



IN FORMATION 1 Visktng machines The Meeting organised by Brooklands Aviation and the Brookland 

at Brooklands neatly parked by the Aero Ciub on June b was exceptionally well -attended^ and was one c 

A, A. (Fiigkt Photo.) the most popular events of the year 


IltCRAFT, more aircrafi,. and still iucirc tdreraft ! 
Brooklaiids gaUiered unto itseil stunethiug like 
100 aeroplanes of various types on Siilurduy 
last, although there werv meetinjiis on the same 
day both at Cleethorjies and Han worth. Wlien one enmes 
to think oi it, the growth of private flying is really extra- 
ordinary. A year ago aircraft at a meeting {even in 
the King's Cup Kacel seemed an eiiormous number. Vet 
to-day, even with meiitiiigs on the same day in other parts 
of the country, we get thii? number of machiues. A ver\- 
short while ago it was possible for one member of the 
staff to keep in touch with all meetings and aspects of 
private and club flj^ing. Now even four liard-working 
members are hardly able to rei>resent Flight personally 
every%vhere. 

The Brooklands meeting naturally aUracttHl a large 
crowd of s^>ectators, as the committee responsible had fully 
advertised the show beforehand. The harvest reaped at 
the gates was proof of the value of advance advertising. 

Thti meeting \vus o|>ened bv Lord Amulree. Secrebixy of 
State for Air, w*ho eulogised club fljdng in general "and 
Brooklands in pari ic alar, A considerable number ol 
people of note were present, including Col, Shelmerdine, 
Director of Civil Aviation, some members of both Houses 
of Parliament, and representatives of the International 
Commission on Air Navigation. M. Rl^riot was flown over 
from Han worth in a Deso utter monoplane, and was intro- 


diicfd to Lord Amulree. We also had the pleasure of a 
shon chat With Mr. Al. Williams, the famous American 
pilot, whose t'flnrts, in the face ot great difficultief!, to get 
a machine into the Schnt^idcr Trophy competition have 
been so consistent and praisew^orthy. 

Tlu“ meeting t)pened with the flying of some models by 
mtmibers of the S.M.A E., a branch of aviation which i^ 
evidently growing rapidly. A fly-past of various 
gave the spectators a gtKxl idea of what the different types 
look like in the air, while some of their several points were 
explained through the microphone by Captain E. A. Joni^s 
and Mr. E. C. Brow-n, 

The Autogiro was flown by Mr. Brie, and, while he 
certainly made a couple of excellent slow landings, we 
would suggest that in future it would be better if he con- 
centrated even more on demonstrating those special cap^i- 
bilities of this machine not ixjssessed by other aircraft, and 
did less of the evolutions, such as steeply-banked turn:, 
etc., which other aircraft are desired for and do 

rather better. This is not meant to infer that the AuR^gin' 
cannot these things. It can. Bui such manmm-rf 
arc far from being the main functions of an Ailtogiro. 

A formation of three Moths, in which G, Lowdell and 
S. A. Thorn were led by K. G. Murray, gave some of the 
prettiest flying by a dub formation we liave ever seen. 
Although the machines were only Moths, they carried out 
all the evolutions whidi one associates with high-power 
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THE STAR TURN*’: The Hawker ‘"'Fury’^ (Rolia-Royce “Kestrel**} was detnonstrated in 
ireaterly fashion at Brooklands by Mr. Sayer, Hawker’s Test Pilot, (FutiHT PhatoA 


single-SL^dtt.*ni, such as kKjps 
ill Jomiation auc! in 

Sine ahead^ vyt* iuniiatioris 
with the len.dtT invf^rt^Ht], 
and last, but not least, an 
excellent Prince ol 

Wales Feather^/' 

A Gips>^ III Puss Moth 
was flown by Captain tl. 
Broach a We st la rid 

' Wessex [B Genet 

Majors) by Mr. Feorose anil 
an Avro Avian (Hermes II J 
by Mr. Thorn. 

Aerobatic dispJa;^''s wen 
given first by Mr. P. E. G, 
Sayer on the Hawker Fury 
tRolls-Royce Kestrel IT), 
and later by Mr. Leech on 
the Southern Alartlet 
[Genet II), 


Raymond Quilter, who had 
damaged Ins ankle, necessi- 
tai«l the suhstitution of a 
durnriiy for a human in Uu: 
pamdiute drop, but, never- 
theless, the pilot managed tci 
relea-St/ the parachute so 
that it landed well into the 
aerodre^me, anti the gusty 
weather was admirable tc^r 
showing the total absence 
of swing of the Russell Lobe 
parachute \vhen dt'se end- 
ing. 

A display of aerobatics 
und inverted ilying was 
given by Mr. K. G. Murray 
on his special Moth (Gii>sy 
II), Mr. Murray's aern- 
Imtjcs and flying are far too 
well knowm to readers of 


THE HEAVY STUFF : Although a freight 
carrier, the Vickers “Vellore’* (2 “Jupiters”) 
was looped and generally stunted by Mr, Sum* 
luers at the Brooklands Meeting. 

( FLKjnT Photo. \ 


Mr. Sayer K tl one in no doubt as to the 
tjpeed of the Fury, and ol his dives 

were really terrific. This is just the sort of 
machine on wdiich a spectacular aerobatic 
display should be given, provided tlie 
announcer gives a fair ex ]) la nation of t he- 
ad vantages which a high performance single^ 
sealer lighter has tor sucli manceuvres. 

The display by Mr. Leech was in a 
difierenf category, inasmuch as his Martlet 
was not a service machine, and is, in fact, 
the only I^ritish single-seater built with 
manoeuvrability, as is its misoJt d*elre^ He 
show^ec! that the designer has left nothing to 
be desired in the result he h^is obtained, and 
for its low po^ee^ the Martlet must he one 
of the finest machines for aerobatic training 
that there is. His slow rolls ofi the ground 
w'ere beau li fully executed, as were such things 
as a hunt ami subsequenL half-roll. 

The weather and the indisposition of Mr. 


THE MAN WITH THE GUN: Left, 
I>avies signals the start of an event. 
A worm*a eye view of Lowe Wyldc 
glider. (Flight Pkoios.) 
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HOW THE AERIAL VISITORS SAW IT : A snsip of Brookiands from above 
duting Saiurday^B Meeting, taken by Mr* Ivor McClure* 


Flight lu nct^d much comment, but 
ior the bendit of who may 

not have read previous reports of 
his displays, we raay say that there 
hi no better dub- trained pilot at 
this sort of flying in the country, 
and probably not in tlie wcirM. 

A n amorous event was given by 
Mr, Low dell, one of the Club's in- 
structors, he being a supposedly 
seniMuuatk who runs out on to the 
aerodrome and takes off in u. 
machine. The Jielpful attitude of 
th« lf>ciL! police force who joined in 
the game and fell on Mr. Lowdell 
wlu:n he eventually returned to 
earth nialerialh^ add(Yl to the 
humour of the tumJ 

Mr, Summers then demonstrated 
the Vickers Vellore* For the 
beneht of tlutse who may not know, 
we may say tliat this machine is a 
large tvv in -engined frciglit carrier 
iuid its demonstration took the form 
of aer(d>atics! just what is the 
value of such a demonstration is 
a little difhcult to see. Tlie 
Velh^re is a freight carrier of con- 
siderable value for its job, and as 
such has its own peculiar ad- 
vantages for that job. By the 
machine being stunUkl. 71011 r* of 
these advantages were shown ofl at 

all. We hope Ihai in future a liitle mtire effort wall be 
made to stage a demonstration more applicable to the 
type of aircraft. 

Mr, Lowe Wyldc made one or two excellent flights in 
lus auto -to wed glider and as a 1 inale an ancient Ben;? 
dog cart was htunbed as it trundled round the aerodrome. 

The main mass of aircraft had been arranged in a park 
up towardis the old ^v:hool hangars, and these in- 

spe^cted to determine tin* wimn rs of the Co neon 
D' Eie^^^nce^ In machines of the cabin type the lirst three 
were Buss Moths, the winner heing Major CL W* G* Allcii, 


of Oxlurd. and the other two Messrs. Parker and Daveu- 
port. In the oi>en class of machines Mr. W* Handley was 
iirst with his Gipsy Moth G-AAT/J . 

Dnnng tlie aflenioon Mr. SeoU arrived in his record 
breaking Moth, which Iritc signs of hard flying, Jmd 
AustTalian regisir;iTion letters. Mr. Scott was introduuesl 
to Lf>rd Amulree, who congnitulatcd him on his ver\^ 
hne flights. (Further details of Mr. Scott's retuni fiigtn 
will be found on p. 522.) .Afterwards Mr. Scott fiiwv 
across to Tlanworth. where tlie I Parliament arc Garden 
ParU*' w''as then in full swing. 


THE PAGEANT AT RENFREW 


I N conjuncti(ui with the (dasgow Civic and Empire 
Week, the Scottish Flying Club staged their fourth 
annual xAir Pageant at Henfrew on Friday, Sjiturdav 
and Sunday last, June 5. t5 and 7* 

This was the most ambitious aerial displfiy ever 
organised in Scotland, and with the assistance nf Service 
Unit.s. No* 100 T*B, Squad rtni from Donibristle, O.C*, 
Squadron-Leader Cmke ; a flight of " Flycatchers, '' O.C., 
Squadron-Leader Lees from F.T* base. Leuchars ; Noa, 602 
and fl03 B* Squadrons ; City of Glasgow and City of Edin- 
burgh Squadrons, Auxilian" Air I'orce, cuirniianded by 
Squad ron'Lmdrrs The Marquis of Douglat? and nwle^idalv 
and Murruy-lMdUpsoil. rcapfxtiveiy, and ^uadrort-Leadrr 
Noakea doing craTty flying on a service Gipsy Moth, only 
required reaatmable iveather to be an outstanding success. 

Friday opened with some min, much cloud and a fresh 
breeze. The day, how^ever. was mainly fair, though veiy 
cold, and the wind steadily increased and during the after- 
iK>on programme was blowing 35 m.p.h, on the ground 
and about 45 m.p*h, at LOOO ft. These condition.^ show-ed 
the Autogiro it> advantage* and Mr. Rawson gave a very 
convincing display, drifting backwards across the aero- 
dromt' without loss of height and hanging stationary. 
Shortly befote he landed, he carried out an evolution which 
he afterwards described as a " half roll."' and. whatever it 
w/as* it certamly provided the thrill of the arirmunri for 
most of the pilots present. The hearts of many %vell- 
kiujwu and experienced pilots missed several beats* His 
landing, made, he assured me. at 32 m.p*h* air speed, 
vvas quite imjjrest^ive, as, instead of running forward, or 
even standing still, the machine vvas quite obviously trying 
to run backwards and using its tall skid as a sprag, 

Mr, George Murray, of Edinburgh, in Idfi Gipsy Moth, 
put up his visual polished exhibition of aer^ibatics* his 
upward spins, and inverted loop* climb and beautifully 
banked turns being particularly impressive* The Land 
Provtwi Kelly* togetlier wntli many of the local bailies, 
went for flights over the citt^ in the Im^ierial Airways 
HT^** piloted by the genial Captain F'ielden. while the 


Clergei Avrci, piloted by Mr. Law’*sc?n, was kept ver\' biii^y, 
imtl, with the help of the wind, rivalled the Autogiro in 
take-ofl aud climb. 

TVic H*A.F. display was carrier i out witli that superb 
skill and polish which one has come to exj’ject from all 
service squadrons, hgliter and bomber alike. The tluet' 
Flycatchers, piloted by F.O's. Hood, Purves and Fletcher, 
pu1 up a really wonderful show in tin- strong and humpy 
wind ; their loops in tight vee formation, up%vard spins 
and slow Tfvlls were most impressive, and they kept station 
with marvellous precisifvn 'ivltilc doing lotvps anfl Emmel- 
iu line ahead. 

The formation ol bombers, both regular and auxiliary, 
kept station extremely well and dived on the aerodrome in 
a most im]>ressive manner. It was a pit>^ however, that 
they changed formation when so far aivay from the aert> 
drome that it was practically impossible to follow the 
niavheuvre. 

Squadron-Leader Noakes gave the display of crazy flying 
that one expects from the originator of this art \ watching 
him. one would think that the laws of gravitation and 
aerodynamics had been temporarily suspended. 

Captain J. C* Houston. M.C., chief instructor to Ihf 
Scottish Flying Club, gave a particularly due display of 
balloon -bursting in one of the clnb Maths* He burst ail 
live ballotins* many at the Erst attempt, showing mar\H‘I- 
lous judgment find extremely accurate fly mg under difficult 
\veat h er c ondztio ns . 

Saturday w:ts litcniUt' a *" wash-out." The heavens 
opened and the rain fell without ceasing during Fritlay 
night and all day Saturday* The aerodrome was incht^ir 
deep in \vater, and, except for a few- joyrides (?) tn th'^' 
evening ih the TT.P. and A\ro, no flying was duiif. In 
one hangar a machine park had lieen arranged, there bcuip 
Mijth, Avro Tjytix. Fairey Flycatcher and 3F.* Horsley 
Torpedo Bomber arvd Wapiti machines, as as Wo 

gliders from the Glasgow Gliding Club. The Curtiss Wind 
TumieL lent by Messrs. Shell* did a roaring trade all day. 
old and young trying their skill at *' flying " the machine. 
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XU iif-r inmt unioriunLite, tit^ the 602 Squ^idnm 

, I jn» an "at home" ai tht- Aerodrome that day» 
juesu iiah to roam about the hangars trying to 
'iu wet and cold. So great was the enthusiasni of 
\e public, however, that several hundred people 

(Xt . After consultation. Wing Cummarider Park 

Jeci : i^P^^rtingly to give tl>e show originally 

^1 n] ter the Saturday on the Sunday, 

Till weather on Sunday, wliile by no means ideal, was 
fit t r tiying, and tlie programme w*as carried out in its 
PDtii - tv. including the parachute drop which had bmi 
other days because cd the \vand. There 
iva5 a big crowd, some 25.00i> people being present in the 
'dtcnUH. 111 . and about 700 cars. One feature id the joy'- 
ridiag business which soniewhat surprised one was the big 
liemiiUd for stunt flights in the Avru and Club Moths, 
niim' d by Capt, Houston and Messrs. Steel, Wren, and 
Walker. Tlie Bootleg shmv was a great success, and uas 
carnet S through with great gusto, the gangsters (Messrs. 
Jackie Rtabertson and Sandy Wren) showing great aljan- 
^ton and acciiriuj kiting considerable quanthies of nm<l and 
water tJU their pi-rsons when they fell wi>uuded on Uie 
sTHfckn and litindeid aerodrome under the fire of the speetl 
ctip!>, IMessrs. George Walker and Scott ffrown. 


Capl ]i. I. M. Kemurd. of Fairlie. arrived in his black 
Klemm^ and received the hearty congratulations of his 
fellow dub members on his rtTeol niclrig auccesss. 

Messrs. IVitti's Avian, piloted by Mr. Taylor, and the 
Shell Avinn. piloted by Mr. S. K. Watson, were presem, 
as alsrj were Messrs. A. F, Wallace and H. Leeson in 
(dpsy Moths* 

A source ol great intiTcat to all j>resent was the Puss 
Moth, the property of Messrs, Lewis and Btirnard. ablv 
demonstTated by Itie pilot. Mr. \\ . Gairdner, On the 
Sunday, particularlv, this machine, with its small gremnd 
deaniLice, resembled a dy'ing l>nat more tfvan an aeroplane 
as it took oil. almost entirely hidden in clouds of spray. 

The Uidies* Committer of the Scottish Fiving Club 
had tt restaurant running at full jjower in the club hangar, 
and, t:ige1h<r with the bar, difl a roiiring trade, particu- 
larly on the Saturday, wlien they were the only places at 
all comlVirtable. 

T1 is understood that many of the visitors were at a 
convivial little ]>arty in the Central Station flotel, Glas- 
gow. on the Saturday evening. 

The Hlackliurn Bluebird, oi Messrs. Auto Aero. Ltd., 
tlie Scottish agents, gave fiemnnstration fliglits, piloted by 
Mr. George Walker. 



A Group of Members of the Reading 
Aero Club.— From left to ri^htt Mrs. S- 
Cliff; Mr, S, Cliff (a pilot of Phillips & 
Powis, Ltd,)i Mias Spicer, Miss Gower 
(daughter of Sir Robert Gower*. 
M.P.), Mr, Lawn (an Instructor), and 
Mrs Pewis- 


L_jb(X AIK iLAGLAXT.-^Ou >imdav kisl. Juno 7, 
^ National Flving St-ndces orgaiiisrri an Air I'agtanl 
ai Hull, riu meeting attracted a large number ot visitors. 
^niTu^ 20,tKHl entering the aerodrome, w'hile it is estimatetl 
that al least as many contented themsHve.s with " hedge 
lirkens " OLit.side. AUer all ihe outcry’ aguinsi 
meetings, this is rather a ^iigTiificant atieTuinnee, The 
Pageant wa^> opened bv Sir Alan tkjhliam. and among 
who arrived bv air wa,s CoJ. the Masttr of Sempijl 
and Miss Aniy Johnson. Tile arrival competition held in 
It II meet ion with the Pageant was w'on by FI. -Lieut 
Sti^in'ortii on a Spartan. Aer<?batic,s displays v^^ere given 
by ]\*r. George Murray on a Moth, ai>d by Flying OfUcer 
jfiimsuii cm a Blackburn Lincock. A Civnlian Coupe wa,s 
tkiTUHistnded iiy Fhhog Officer Leech. Captain McKenzie, 
who is pilot-in-charge at Hull, made a parachute descent. 

I INTOLKSiriKE AFKO CLlTk— The meeting pkiimed 
^ for tdeethorpes au Saturday last, June 6, had to U- 
cmiuelkal. The weather was such that visibility was 

practically oil. su that visiting macfime.s were not able to 
ph through. The club Invpes to hold the proj>osed meet- 
ing later in the season, and a definite date is likely to be 
■announced shortly. 

A HLAt'KrOUl, PAtiEAXT*— Oil July 8. in 

^ co-operation with the Blackpool Cor].)oration, are fmld- 
ing a Pageant at Stanlev" Park, in the course of which 
there will Lie an Open Handicap Kace from Hamvorth to 
Black [Kjcd, non-sto]i. otien to any type of aerfiplane and 
Huy v>ilot. The lutudicapping will be done by Captain 


Ilriiuy* and Mr. Rowarth {which is to say it will be good!), 
and the start from Han worth will liegln at 2 ji.in. The 
Firsl Pri/e will be a Gold Tmjihy. value £6b, which is to 
be won outrighi* .A Second Pri/e of £*Mi and a Third Pri/e 
ol £2b are also offered. 


"THE HAMPSHl RE AEHOPLANK (XPH.— Altlumglo 
in common vvitli many others riubs, this rhib’s flying 
hours luive a u He red owing to the indifferent weather this 
year, they have now^ reached a total of over 700 hours, 
and, with three menil>ers qualifying for their " A " licence 
tluring May', they are now assured oi receiving our full 
£2.000 Subsidy for the current period. 

The Club was highly honoured nn Mav 26 ^ when the 
Prince cu' ^^'ales landed at Mamble on the occasion of his 
visit to the " Empress of Britain," and. in con versa ti on 
with officials, showed a keen interest in the pnigress of 
the Club. 

The I^mdiiig Competition, held on May 31. was won 
by Lt.-Comclr* P. V. James, K.N., al his first al tempt. 
This is the fifth t>f these competitions held, and the 
general standard of approaching and landing showetl a 
distinct improvement on anvfhing hitlierto. 


p L\yi X lA IKTS FI ATNG CLP IL— Weather stopped 
hying on Friday and Saturday of last week, and it wat^ 
uniortunale that owing Xu the very bad weather on Friday 
evening thr^re were very feu- members at Lvmpne to 
w'elcome Mr, Scott on his arrival from Ausindia. after his 
magniiiceiit double record breaking Right, which is surely 
the finest s<hn perforinance yet accomplished in aviation, 
Uii Tuesday, fime 2. Ll.-Omidr. 
t>. G. Slade ^ R.N., of Etchingham, 

Sussex, passed all bis tests for " A " 
licence, and he was folltnved on Thurs- 
day. June 4. by Mr. W. J. Macdougakl. 
of the Queen's Own Cameron High- 
landers. the former taking 9 lirs. 
45 mins, dual instruction and the latter 
U) hrs. 15 mins. 

Idle AshwelTCooktr Compiditkai for 
June, which should have l7<^t‘n flmvn on 
Sunday, June 7, was postponed owing 
to the fact that the cloud refused to 
lift above 400 feet or so, and wall be 
Rtiwn off. weather permitting, on 
Sunday next, the 1 4th. 


541 


FLIGHT, June 12, 1931 


CORRESPONDENCE 


[The Editm does noi hold himsAif rcspansibh for opiniom a pressed by correspondents. The names and addresses of mUer 
no! necessarily for puhiicaliont must in all cases accompany letters intended for insertion in these 


THIS “OBEY” STUFF 

12744] f a.m ljt;ctjniLttg a little niudUled in tny though tK 
£k result of reading letters head< 5 d " 1 will obey/' and 
Who will obey whatT' but 1 think some of your 
correspondents art more njudtUed stUL 

A certain " Daedalus began clearly enough by saying 
that some pilots hy carelessly, and suggested as a remedy 
the formation of a British Humble Club, bandy McTavish 
followed this up with the gesture of ofleriiig two guineas 
for a practical w'ork-out of the scheme. With Scottish 
acumen he appears to have guessed that his money was 
safe. Daedalus then contributed a letter, and very little 
else, dragging the horse to the vs-ater again, and 1 certainly 
thought that vvas tliat. Not at all* 

Alter three and a-half monllis tlse idea had penetrated 
through the perceptive faculties of a gentleman who signed 
himself " Per Ardua ad Infmitum." The stuff that came 
out the other side lilled me with admiration at the apti- 
tude of the signature, 1 think he wanted to know whether 
there was anybody in aviation who could, who wanted to, 
and who proposed to do anything. Via scenic railways, 
the Eifiel Tower, camels, and needles, his letter imished up 
in the Kmgdom of Heaven, where, poor man. he may 
perhaps ultimately rejoin it, or, if a rich man, perhaps 
not. He did, however, in tlie folk»wing number, bring 
Hornet about our earn. 

In his letter Hornet touched on iJie subject under 
review. You have got to hand him that, lie wT«\te: 
'' The Koyal Aero Club should employ someone to be con- 
linuall}"^ visiting aerodromes and private owntirs to find 
out their dilhculties and maftt^rs of interest, and to take 
action in cases of dangerous flyings otherwise, in time, the 
Air Ministiy^ wall take actitm which will mean more laws 
and regulations/* The italics are not his. 

If I judge rightly by his letter. Hornet has his nest 
in the Royal Aero Chib, and 1 -wonder how' they like it. 
The Koyal Aero Club .should employ someone , , . 

certainly they should. It would go vew well with 
Hornet's other suggestion that '* The Royal Aero Club 
shtmld form a branch or association for amateur pilots 
with u full-time staff to look after their requirements . . 
(Again the italics are not his,) Well, there are going to 
l»e a whole heap of swell jobs going, you can see that, 
rhe Royal Aero Chib are apparently not doing whAt thev 
should, because fhey have not got the stall, and because, 
l»eing a club, they must have social distinct icm, I have 
to laugh. 

What is the situation? The Automobile ,Association, 
which Hornet pats on the back, is doing the veiy^ things 
that Hornet wants the Royal Aero Club to employ some- 
one to do. The A. A. is a centre of information and advice 
on matters pertaining to aeronautics, is a representative 
body in Aviation that actively looks after the interests of 
private owners with whom it is continually and closely in 
touch. It is not a social club and is open to anybody, 
male or female, on payment of a small annual subscrip- 
tion, That is what Hornet says he wants. If the A, A. is 
bungling its job, then the Royal Aero Club, or anybody 
else, can form a body to do better. But if the A. A, is old 
enough and big enougli to give a real live service to 
Aviation without having to put in a short step, then ive 
should be grateful, and so should the Royal Aero Club, 
Ijecause it can save its money for other things. 

But it drives me to drink tr^’-ing to figure out how this 
is going to make pilots fly more safely. If bodies, social 
rir working, that keep from filing their schedules by the 
subscriptions of their members are g<hng to put their 
members across their knees and spank Iheni when they are 
naughty, then iVs a World Revolution. If you don't 
Ijelieve it, next time a policeman rolk slowly and 
menacingly towards you, tall him yon are going fo' reisign 
your membership of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
ami Northern Ireland. Tiy^ that. The fellow^ whom tlie 
Royal Aero Club employs to take action in cases of dan- 
gerous flying will be a Hornet all right. The business end 
of the hornet is not in its head* as the Club would find out 
if it did not knoiv it already, 

I like policemen well enough, and T like to read of them 
rushing around after car thieves and smash-and-grab men, 
and ferreting for poison in the innards of buried ladies. 
But when I catch a cop looking my way it gives me acute 


spiritual discoiniort. If 1 felt tuivards an A. A, Pauoi tb 
way 1 feel towards policemen, I would sue the A A f 
rntnal damage. If 1 felt tliat there was any Cham e th^ 
we should able to get along without policemen, 1 ivouJd 
sue Mr. t'lyiies. Just so long as we misuse our little lives 
so long shall we su filer under Uie Law, and Aviatiou look 
like being part of life lor us. Anyway, I don't sec how 
that should worry Hornet, if Swift was right when he 
wrote; " Laws art- like cobwebs, which catch small 

flies, but let the wasps and hornets break through." 

It is no use act: ns lug me of being erudite, because 1 got 
that, bit out of the Oxford Dictionary, It has a whrjlr lot 
of funny things to say about Hornets. In 1802, it says 
Mr. Bingley, or it may have been ^Irs. Bingley. wrote, 
"It is chiefly m the hollow trunks of dead trees tViat 
Hornets form their nests." Well, now. that doesn't sound 
awfully good for the Koyal Aero Club if iliey are thinking 
of growing any new branches. Away back in 1658 a chap 
named Phillips said about the hornet that it was ' ' a 
kinde of insect, called in Latin Crabro, which useth to 
mfest hor.se and other creatures, and is ingenderetl of the 
carcases of dead horses." lt*s no good flogging those. 

I am still giggling, this very minute, over that tut from 
" Angling " {188l>j by F. Francis — " The Hornets havr 
fat bodies dressed after the fashion of the ' Bumble ' trnut 
fly." ! take it F. Francis knew what he was talking about 
when \m wrote that. Well, maybe I've riseTi to on*?, but it 
did look so good. 

For^don. E.C.2. foHN G. Ckammont. 

May 5, l9flL 

OUR AIRSHIP POLICY 

12745] Your correspondent in to-day's issue fd Flioht 
(M ay 1) seems to imagine that I entirely overlook the fact 
that we are still in the " experimental stage " of airship 
work. If he reads my letter again, he will note that 1 say 
" . . .if we stop bunding airships now . . , the lessons of 
R tOJ will have been in vain/' Obviously* this means that 
our designers and engineers must continue with their ex- 
fierimental work before we launch other and larger air- 
ships. and in building them the " technical experts " will 
he able to " get on with their job." remembering the 
lessons of R HH ; and not only those, but the present 
successt's ol Dr, Eckener and his Graf Zeppelin. 

As for " imperialists, militarists and pessimists." and 
ttther (to your correspondent) wild people, in which he in- 
cludes my sell. " interfering," that is nonsen.se, as our 
v'oice is not great enough to T>e heard in the land of air- 
ship construe tion. Furthermore* the onlookers see most of 
the game, and we wild people see Germany and America 
frrging ahead ^vitli airship work : and on behalf of our 

country^ we raise our voice, hoping it will be heard in the 
Uiud of politicians, and make them get a move on towards 
putting us in line with other Euroj>ean powers. 

Nor do T personally, regard airships as " paivns of some 
political gaine." But on logical grounds : priori : Air 

ships are part of our aerial defence and transport. 
.secundi: They be part of -the wodti5 operands of 

intematiDnal politics. It is no " excess of military zeal 
which inspired my letter. It wa.s the realisation of what 
the next great war wflll be like, the memory of the Iasi 
one. and the strides other countries are making in airship 
construction, and of what our own position will be if. is 
the next war, our airships are either non esi or utterly 
unable to compare with tlxose of the enemy. 

Dr. Eckener 's " harmonious co-operation " is all very' 
well in time of peace, but the harmony becomes a discord 
in time of war. AN 1 want to see is " the technicai 
experts " getting on with the job unhampered by a " wait 
and-see " Government. I repeat my letter: Great 

Britain ranks fifth in air power/* Are we wdld people - 
who are citizens of this country, to take that lyin^ dowm? 
And wLo is to do the frustrating? 

In conclusion, may 1 point out that any reflections now 
cast on those who ordained R 101 to fly—when she did fly 
— are appreciated, since some of those in authoriri' 

perished at Beauvais* in the interests of airship construe- 
tiofi and experiment. Let your correspondent ask himself: 
" Could / have done better? " 

Maey Kniohtley* 

Golder's Green. London* N.W.IT 
Mav 1* 1931. 
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HE ROYAi^lR FORCE 


LondQH G^uiU^ June 2, 1931. 

Genifa} Duii&i Bfarich 

Thr iV4!owio|f afE? granted short service rornmns. Pilot Officers on 
--.nkjfMih H’itJi effect from and with setiioritv of the dates stated : — F. S. 
SSJiK R. H. Prcll^'r [May 12) : W. J. Hfckey, K. B. Waddy [May 13); 
n G V, Somerville (May Is}. Stih-Lieutmant I. VV. Gw>tuie- Evans, R.N., ts 
™tei! fl temp, column, as Flying Officer on attneiunent to R.A.F, Ofay 20) ; 
Hlot C/iVtcrr on prabation M. de Satge is confirmed in rank (Feb. 1* 1930} * 
Fttinr Officer L Sutherland, M.S*E.j is placed on retired list and is permitted 
[o’pfUin the rink of Flight Lieutenant (June 3) : Flyin^f Ofiicpr L'. >S. ^^a^^kav 
i; tran^^fmed to Reserve, Class A (May 30) \ Flying Officer F. A, R. Bishap 
fsigii'; hi& short service commii. (Jane 3) ; Pilot Officer H, J. Ward relin- 
quisiit- his short service commn. on atcouni of ill* health (June 3). 


RESERVE OF.AIR; FORCE OFFICERS 
Genefal Branch 

The following Pilot Ofticen; on probation are confirmed in mtik E. 
Cramp (May 15) ; H. B. G. Michelmore (May 13) ; J. H, Gladstone (May 19). 
Pilot officer F, B. Bristow, of the Special Reserve, is promoted to the rankjof 
Flying Officer (May 13), The following Flving Officers are transferred from 
Qass C to Class A C. S. Clarke (Alay IS) ; H, C. Johnson (,May 20}, Flying 
Officer J, M, Hoare is transferred from Class A A (ii) to Class C (Nov. 9, 
1930), 

AUXILIARY AIR FORCE 

General Duiie^ Branch 

No. fiOS (t:ot;KTV or Warwick) (Houber) Siju a dhd^.— Flying Officer 
C. k. Field resigns his rommn. [July 7, 1930). 


ROYAL AIR FORCE INTELLIGENCE 


A ppoi fitments. -The following appouitments in the Royal Air Force are 

^ — 

Gcnt’ral Ditties Branch 

/iir i nmm^Hlnrt' ,A, G. Board. C.M.G., D.Si.O., to R.A.F. Depot, Uxbridge, 
an' trarj'^.fer to Home Establishment : 3.5.31, 

Gfmp Captain A. S. Barrett. C.M.G., M.C., to No. 1 [Tiitlian) Group. 
rr»hJiw.iT, to (ommand : 3fk L31. 

tt mi; ■ A, L. Gregory, .M.B.E., to No. 7 Sqdn., Worthy 

Itowti. ki < oiiijjtaitd ; 26,S.3l. A. S* Morris^ 0,BJL, to Hume .Aircraft 
Llepfjt, Hen low, for Engineer duties ; l.ff.31. 

Squadron Leaders: A. H, Sttadiing, O.B.E., to Elec, and Vt'irekss Scb., 
totwHT; 30.4,31. J. H. Sadler, to R.A.F. Base, CaJshot : 13.5.31. II. k. 
WliiiehousCt to Central Flying Scb., Wi Uer ing ; 20,5.31, J, O. .Andrewifj 
p.io., M.C., hi U.A,F. Base, Cals ho t ; 1,0.31. R. H. M. S. Saundby, 

M. C-, ILF.C,, A.F.C., to .Air .Ministry [D*0,1.) ; 1,6,31. G* S, N, Johnston, 
to Ku. 7b Sqdru. Hinaidi, Iraq ; 15.5,31, 

Flight Lieiitenants : T. E. Brodic, to Air Ministry (iXT.D.) ; 13.5.31. 

k, B. Jnrrlan, to Experimental Sectioiij Royal Aircraft Kstahllshtinjiil. 
5. Farnhorough ; 1S.5*3L G* E, Ranson, tc> R.A.F, Depot, U abridge ; 

21.5.31, E. II, Rimdle^ tu Station H.^.* Heliopolis, Egypt ; 7,5.31. A. L. R. 
Bukv to No. 29 Sqdn., North Weald ; 19.5.31. J. T, Paine, to R..A.F, 
Depot, Uxbridge ; 24,4.31, R. H, Haworth-Bojjtb, D,FX., to R..A.F. Depot, 
Csbridge; 11.4.31, E, F. Hayloek, to No. 43 Sqdn., Tangmere ; 17,5,31. 

N. .A. P. Roberts, to Central FJviijg Seh., Wittering; 19'5.3I, j. R. 1. 
Scambler, A.F.C,, to No. 16 Sqdii., Old Samm ; 29.5.31. H. F. Lude, to 
R.,AF. Base, Malta; 22.5,31, A. D. H, Foster, to No. I Stores Depot. 
Kiclhrouke ; 30.5.31. W. R, Dax* to H.Q., Fighting Area, Uxbridge; 

29.5.31, 

Flying Ofpeers : C, K. Turner- Hughes to R.AJL Depot, Uxbridge ; l,.5,3l. 
D. j, Hughea-Morgan, to Coast Defence Co-operation Flight, Biggin Hill : 

12.5.31, K. V. Griffin, to No. lOl Sqdn., Andover; 21.4.31. W. J. P. 

Sloan to No* 33 Sqdu., Bicester ; 1 9.5.31. H. Bmadhurst and E. Newcombe, 
both to U.A.F. Depot. Uicbrulge ; 13.4*31. F. B, Taylor, to School of 

BalkHm Training, RoUealoa Camp: 13,5,3L J. R. Mathews, to No. 27 

SqdiL, KobaL India ; 27.4.31. P* J* J* CulILnau, to No. 7 Sqdn*, Worthy 


Down; IS.5.31. D. J. T, Haynes, to R,AF. Depol. Uxbridge; 4.5,31. 
W. F. Murray, to R.A,F. Base, Calshot ■ 18,5.31. J. F. Tadman, C,L.M., 
to No, I Si!h. uf Tech. Training (Apprentices), Halton ; 27.5.31, W, K. 
Tope, to R.A.F, Base, Calshot ; 27.5.31. .A. G, .Adnam.^, U\ K.AJu Coileee, 

Cranwcll; 26.5, 3U S, K. Ubce, to H,g., Iraq Command, Hinaidi ; 1.S.3L 
H. L. Messiter, to N<j, 31 Sqdn., Qiietla, India: 22.5.31. M. J. Adam, to 
No. II Sqdn., Risalpur, India ; 28.4.31. 

Pilot Ogicer$: NL C- Walker, to Station H.Q., Mount Batten: 19.5.31. 
W. E. Rankin and J, C. S. Proud. iKith to Nu. 2 F'lying Traijiing Sch,, Digby ; 

12.5.31. F. S. Gardner to Ko. 3 Flying Training Sch., Grantham, on appoint 
ment to a short-service commn; 12.5.31, W, J. Hickey, to No. 5 Flyhig 
Training Serb., Sealant], on apjxjintiuenl to a short-serv-ice crmiimi. ; 13.5,31. 
The following are ah posted to No, 4 Flving Training Seh., Abu Sucir, Egypt ; 

22.. 5.31 M. Hare, A. J. Hicks, E. S, Maepberson. T. JL L. Nicholls, J. 

RamBden, G. G, Sharp- Bolster, D. Sloan, S, W, F. Smyth ^ A. Threapleum, 
G, F. Wood, J, A* Nicholson, to No. 69 Sqdu.* Kohat, India ; 28,4,31. A, F. 
McKenna, to No. 45 Sqdn,, Helwan, Egypt; 13.5.31. 

Stores Pmneh 

Flight Fleutettant C, T. Davis* to Aircraft Park, Lahore. India : .t,.5,3I. 
Flying Officers: L. Borwood, M,C., to R.A.F. Depni, Uxbridge; 4.4.31. 
.A. J- Hnwfdl, to K,.A.F. Depot. Aboukir, Egypt ; I6,.5,3i, M. \\\ Keey, to 

14.. A.F, De|>nt^ Uxbridge; 13.4,31. P, Aldersim, to Supply De]>fjt, Sarafand, 

'I’rajisjordan ; 7 ,5 .3 1. .A. H. E. Frost, to Aircraft Depot, Karachi, India 

22.5.31. H. .A. Wrigley, to Base Transport Section, Iraq ; 12. 5, 31. 

Sfedkai Branch 

Wing Commafuter 'P. S. Rippon, O.B.E., to Central Medical Estatd., for 
duty as iTesident of the Medkal Board : 5.9.31. 

Plight Lieuicnani A. S. Bums, to R.A.F. Base. Calshot ; 8.B.31 . 

Flying OjJtcfr K, N, KimiisDU^ to Medical Traitiing Depot, Halton. on 
appointinent to a short-ser\ icp ciommii. ; 12.5,31. 

Dental liraneh 

Flying f}§lcer J, F, Tyn-ell, to No. 1 Scb. of Tech. Training (AppreiiLioe-;). 
Hal urn;' 28.5.3 1. 


^ <S> ^ ^ 


AIR MINISTRY NOTICES 


A IH MINISTRY NOTICES to Airmen and to Ground 
Engineers are now sub-divided in the manner, which 
was explained in Flight for April 17, In view of this re- 
arrangement and also of the increasing sixe of these notices, 
tiiese in tlie future will be published in Flight in 
summarised form only. Readers will thereby be enabled 
to see readily what each notice is about and ii they should 
desire to do so^ to obtain copies of the particular notices 
which interest them, from the Secretary, Air Ministry. 
G^vydyr House, Whitehall. London, S.W.l, or from the 
Automobile Association, Fanum House, New Coventry 
Street, W.I.; the Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom ^ 
Ii. Clifford Street, National Flying Services, Ltd., 

Han worth Park , Illi ddlesex. 


No* 19 of 1931, Examination for Air Navl^ntors* Licences (Second 

ClafSfl), (111131,31,) 

Notification that an examination f<sr sscond -class ,Air Navigators" Uceuces 
will be held in Loudon on June 29-3tj and July L l^3L .Appiioation locms, 
etc., can be obtained on written application to the Serreia^, Air Ministry, 
C.A.2, ArlastTnl House, London, W.C.2. Foimal appliratiun to sit, must 
be received not later than Monday, June IS. Ciiipies of six of the previous 
examinations can now be obtain^ from H.M. Stationen-^ Office, price 2 j. 
net. Copies of the examination held in .March -April, 1931, will \w on sale 
shortly, price 6d. Further examinations for both first and second-olaSr^ 
licence will be held early in October. 

No. 20 of 1031. R,A*F. Display, Hendon. (112404 31 .) 

Civil aircraft are hereby prohibited frfim landing at Hendon during the 
period Juue 24-28. They are also w'arncd to keep a look-ovit for service 
aircraft taking part in races over a course lying within the area Harrow -on - 
the-HiU, Elsttee, Chipping Barnet, Hornsey, Hartow-ou-lhi -Hill. Stag 
Lane .Aerodrome is suitable for landing of civU'iiircrafl conveying persons fiy 
air to the display. 


NOTICES TO AIRMEN, SERIES A. 

No . 16 of t931 . The AJr Pilot . Volume 1 , Greot Britain and Ireland. 
2nd Impression » 1931 . j 934076 39 , 

1'his is a notification that a new impression of VoL I of the Pilot 
Incorporating the monthly supplements Nos. 1—16 [September, 1929 — 
D^eniher, l9.Afl) b now on sale and obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office, 
price 12.S. 6fl. A evnopsis of the contents is given, showing tba information 
tovered. 

No, 17 uf 1931, ScliQ^ider Trophy Contesi : Practice Flying. 

|«72UI,3I4 

.A uotifica on that practice fiying for the Schneider Trophy Contest is 
taking place over the Sftlent in the area bmmdcd by Calshot Castle. Stone 
Point, Egypt Point, Browndown Point and Chilling, and will continue until 
September 12. Pilots of civil aircraft are warned not to enter this area at 
4tii altitude of less than GSOl) ft., unless they are proceeding to or from Qdshot 
or Lea-on -Solent Seaplane Station : if so doing they shmdd encraiich as Uttle 
os pos^le on the practice area and use the utmost caution. When practice 
-lying is actually in progress, a ground sign in the form of a white cross will 
b« displayed on the end of Calshot Spit and in the north portion of Lea-on- 
^Qlent seaplane station. Practising aircraf L, if outside the area defined, will 
f ":vcr flv at an altitude exceeding LflftO ft. 

bo.l8dfl93I* Use of RJk.F Air Stations by Civil Aircraft, [68913,30.) 

A notification that pilots of dvil aircraft alighting on R.AT. air siatious 
^y>uld pay cosh for any charges which are incurred to the accountant officer 
t'i the R.A.F. unitj, prior to their departure. 


NOTICES TO GROUND ENGINEERS 

Ko. 30 of 1931. EauatnJ notion of appUcanta for Ground Engineers* 
Licences (107,244/31) 

In addition to the Boards which will sit as advertised in Notice No. 23 
of 193], there will bJsd be an examining board at the De Havilland Aero- 
nautical Technical School, Stag Lane, on the second Thursday in May and 
the second Thursday tn each month following until further notice. AppUca- 
titms for Ucetices should be made in the usual way to the Secretary, Air 
Minis fry (D.CAJ, Ad astral Houfc, Kingswayi VVX. a. 

No, 3i of 1931, Eagitie Carbarnttom— Corroetioa. (97262/31) 

it has been found that low-grade fuel When in use in carbuieitors fitted 
With ^ycerinated fibrous paper washers, causes deterioration of the washer 
and corrosion of the adjacent metal. Carburettors using such fud should, 
therefore, be dismantled periodically and examined for ccoTOslCitij and washers 
made from glyccrinated fibrous paper should be replaced by new washers of 
oil paper, obtainable from the manufacturers. Red fibre washers may be 
refitted if in goexi condition. 

No, 32 of 1931. Blackburii Bluebird Mk. IV Aircraft Radius Bod 
Eyebolt 

This k a notification that cases have occurred when the eyebolt sectnic^ 
the radius rod to the axle has cracked at the fl ange. Frequent Inspection k 
therefore necessary and ce-dcsigned part No, N.A, 702S is obtainable from 
the Blackburn Aeroplane & Motor Co., Brough, E, Yorks. 
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MODELS 

THE MODEL AIRCRAFT CLUB (T,M.A.C.) 

B y kind permission of Cajitain G* de Havillnnd tbe 
inaugural meeting of the recently fomied 3rd Wing 
T.M.A.C* {de Havilland Aircraft Works) will he held at 
Stag Lane Aerodrome, Edgware, oo July 4i at 3.30 p.m. 
Captain de Huvilland has kindly agreed to become the 
W'hig Commander. 

Permission for a party of 50 members to inspect the 
Aircraft Works has been obtained. Those who are desirous 
of taking advantage of this should be at the main entrance 
gates at 10.45 a.m. prompt ; they will be divided into 
parties and shown around the works by members of the 
3rd Wing. 

Teas will be provided for members and visitors at 9d. 
each. Please notify the Hon. Secretary whether you are 
desirous of visiting the works, and alstj if you will want 
tea, not later than Tuesday » June 30, in order to make the 
necessarj^ arrangements, 

Farrow Shield Competition, 1931 .-^Selection of T.M.A.C. 
team. The Model Aircraft Club (holders) will hold its 
meeting for this competition at Stag Lane Aerodrome 
(weather pennitting) on Saturday^ July 4, at 4 p.m. 

Wing Commanders are requested to arrange trials during 
June in order to nominate three representatives from each 
wing to form the representative team of T.M.A.C, in the 
competition. 

F'uselage and spar models making the kuigest duration 
flights in the trials shoulrl tw? chosen, and frcim these the 
team v^dll be selected on the date of the competition. The 
Farrow Shield is awarded to the team of six {three fuselage 
and three spar nioOHs) scoring tlic highest aggregate points 
for duratiem, hand launched. 

T.M.A.C. TtaUy.^ln spite of a high wind which made 
flying somewhat risky, the various wings of the chib 
were well represented at Wimbledon on Saturday, June 6. 
The original idea was that a general onslaught should he 
made on records, but unsuitabU* weather conditions pre- 
vented this. Members from the newly formed Reading 
Wing together with other visitors patiently waited for 
the wind to abate a little, the pmceedings meanwhile 
being enlivened by a parachute dropping display by Mr. 
A. T. Willis, whase model soared high into the air and 
caused a real thrill when the pararhub* wiis seen to drop 
from tile model and then open and float gentiv to earth. 
Tea was taken by most memJjers either at the Windmill or 
picnic fashion, hut still the high wind persisted and 
prevented any real stuff being done. One or two models 
caused some excitement by nose-diving into a neighbour- 
ing pond, from whence they were fislied out, undamaged, 
bt’- skilful manipulation of a land line. 

1 7ik Wing T.M.A , C , Nort it - Western Ciintre. — A flying 
meeting was held on the 7 th inst. to decide upon the 
organisation of No. 51 Squadron and to elect tile Flight 
Leaders. The folkming ofBcers were elected: — A 
Flight, Leader Mr. J, Pearce ; "'B'' Flight, Leader Mr. 
F. J. Sheldrake ; C Flight. Leader Mr. A. E. Doodson. 

A number of prospective members attended, and were 
entertained with some goofl flights. Mr. Pearce's Nimbus 
gave some greatly improved results as the result of some 
modifications rt!cently effected. 

Mr. Sheld Hike's Famosis appeared in great form with a 
new wing embodying Clarke Y " sections : the improve- 
ment is truly remarkable. 

The squadron's standard model *' Crusader/* specially 
designed by Wing -Comm and ex Kemvorthy. successfully 
pflssf'd ibi test flights, and will eoon be rxady lor " mass 
production '* by members. Final detailed working draw- 
ing are now being prepared by the D O. staff, and blue 
prints with material specifications will soon be available at 
a nominal charge. Hon. Secretary: A. E. Jones, 48, 

Narcissus Koad, West Hampstead, N.W.fi. 

SOCIETY OF MODEL AERONAUTICAL 
ENGINEERS (S,M,A,E,) 

" Flight '■ Cup Cnmpetition.—Thv. competition for the 
Flight Cup, which was to have been held on May 23, has 
been postponed until June 13. on Wimbledon Common. 

The Wakefield Cup Team. — ^The team for the Wakefield 
International Cup Comt>etitioii was selected after very 
good flying on Saturday, May 30, and consists of Messrs, 
^^uaders (T.M.A.C,), Bullock (S.M.A.E.), Frj- (S.M.A.E.), 
Ken worthy (T.M.A.C,), and Kimpton (T.M.A.C.). 

^ Gliding at Sudbury.— A successful competition for the 
^'M.E/' No. 2 Cup for fuselage gliders w^as held at 


Sudbur>" on May 9. The cup was won by Mr. T t r t 
with a spectacular flight of 59 4/6 sec., which ah t 
the previous record held by Mr. C. J. Burcheli 
N, Peters (T.M.A.C.) was second with 47 sec. anH 
H. J, Davies (T.M.A.C.) third with 37 4/5 sec. ' Aiier 'th 
competition ordinajy* flying was indulged in. ' 

THE AIRCRAFT CLUB, HARROGATE, MOni:f 
SECTION 

Some good flying took place at the model aeroplam com 
petition meeting of the above club on May le. 
competitions were arranged in three classes, and the results 
were as follows: — 

Class T (competitors under 16).— (1) W. S. Lewsfjn 
Warneford " Swift/' 10 4/5, 10 2/5, 12 2/S sec. ^ ( 9 \ 
Master Loxley, Warneford " Swift/* 9 1/5, 5, 9 1/5 aec ' 
(3) Master Turner, twin-geared tractor fusdage ' moafi 
5. 3 2/5 sec. Class II (fuselage machines to S.M.A.E 
formula).— (1) H. S. Vaughan. triple- geared traciur 

mono,, 32, 37, 45 4/5 sec. ; (2) H, S. V'aughan, twiu^ 
geared tractor mono., 33 1/5 sec. Class Ill.—fl) H, 5 
Vaughan, triple-geared tractor mono,, lo 2/5, 40 sec, 

(2) R. F. L. Gosling, twin-pusher mono., 30, 27, 29 ' 

(3) Hawthornthwaite, U 1/5 sec. 

The next competition will be held late in August or 
early September* 

'M m m 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

Aircraft Mechanics' Hundbook. By 1. W. I^Iiller. New 
York and London. McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., Ltd. 
Price lOs. net. 

Nickel Alloy Steels: A Summary of Their Properties 
Application. Bureau of Information on Nickel* the Moud 
Nickel Co., Ltd,, Imperial Chemical House, Millbauk, 
London, S.W.1. 

Economic Condi rio ns in Poland (!930). Report bv 
K. E Kimens, C.M.G. Department of Overseas Trade. 
H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, London, W.C.2. Price 
Is. 6d. net, 

m m m m 

AERONAUTICAL PATENT SPECIFICATIONS 

[AbtfttviaUprts ! CvL — cylinder ; l.c. Intern^ combustion ; m, ■*= motors, 
Tbo numbers In brackets are UiOac under whicli the Specification will 
be primed and abridged, etc.) 

APPLIED FOR IN 1930 

Published June 11, 193J 
4,3S5, O- R. ViGNAUi. Aeroplanes, (34fi,5^'8.) 

9,149. Fairev Aviatiok Co., Ln>., and N. MACHiLLAy. ControlHui? sur 
faces of a emplanes atid the like. /:i48,788.) 

VV'HiTWOKTif AiftcHAFr, Ltd., Sir W. G. W'vx-tR, H. 
and P, G. Ckakhe. Rivetinir tool. |S:4S,S18,1 
lflj98l. Whitworth AiRCEArT Ltd., Sir \\\ G. Wyi.ie. H. N. 

and P- G. Crabbe. Riveting machiues. (343,8 

12.278. E. HEiKsnu Launching of flying maobines. (548,,844.) 

12.279. £ . HmicKR L . Mounting o f w ater planer on flrin g-u vac hi ne lanucliiDg- 

tracks, (!148,84S.} 

KLSH. J. QtJi-sfiETTE, Control-gear for aircraft. (348,SS5.J 
14, Si 9, J. &SVDILOWSK 1 . Two-stroke*cycIe air^eoalcd aircraft motora 
(348,874.) 

17/228. L. A. J. RatkaL', M, .4, G. MARCOT-KoB]i.E2kiAiliE, and A, J, A- 
Rateau, Charging of l.c. engines. (348,908,) 

18,347. J. r. Supporting-planes for aircraft. (348.924.) 

20*489. H. A. F. StECK. Ftyrig machities. (348,946.) 

26,469, SmwEMs & Halske Akt.-Ges. Diesel nio tors with radially 'arranged 
cylinders. (348,980.) 
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